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I. 
Differtatio Phyfica Experimentalis de effectibus 


Electricitatis in quaedam corpora organica, Auc- 
tore Carolo Herico Koeftlin. 4to, Tubingae. 


N the firft part of the eflay before us, we are 
I informed that, from different circumftances, 
but particularly from the perufal of Dodtor 
Prieftley’s hiftory of electricity, the author was 
induced to attempt feveral experiments, with a 
view to determine the effects of electricity, upon — 

different 
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different organized bodies. We are told like: 
wife, that his inguiries are confined to the three 
following fubjects, viz. The influence of eleétri- 
city in the incubation of pullets eggs; its influ- 
ence, in the fame refpect, on the eggs of difle- 
rent butterflies ; and, laltly, its effets on the ve- 
retation of different plants. 


The electrical apparatus employed, as it differ- 
ed little from thofe in common ufe, does not re- 
quire a particular defcription ; only it may be ob- 
ferved, that no electrometer was had recourfe to, 
the author imagining, that no inftrument, hither- 
to invented for that purpofe, can be much de- 
pended on. But he takes notice that, when 
the weather, and other circumflances, were fa- 


vourable for electrical experiments, fo much mat- 
ter was general’y collected, by three turns of the 


wheel, as to give a pretty fimart fhock, and, by 
fifty turns, fp.rits of wine could be fet on fire. Be- 
fides the ufual clectrical apparatus, however, he 
found it neccflary to have a {mall table made of 
wood, fulpended to the ceiling of the room by 
means of four filk cords, for the purpofe of more 
conveniently applying electricity to the differcnt 
plants made ufe of in the experiments ; and, when 
any of the eggs were to be eledtrificd, they were 
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placed in glafs bells made for the purpofe. Some 
of the eges were hatched under hens, and others 
by means of heat artificially applied, in a furnace 
of a conftruétion fimilar to that defcribed by Mr 
Begvelin in the hiftory of the academy of fciences 
and belles letters of Berlin for the year 1749. 


In the feveral experiments that took place, e. 
very precaution was fallen upon, to prevent any 
miftake or fallacy, with refpect to the effects of 
the electrical matter applied to the diiferent fub- 
ftances. All the eggs made ufe of, as well thofe 
cle€trified as thof& that were not, were recent, 
and taken from fuch hens as had daily communis 
cation with cocks. ‘Uhe veffels in which the 
plants were placcd, were always as nearly the 
fame in point of fize as pofhible, as was likewife 
the quantity and quality cf the earths made ufe 
of, ‘Ihe plants and feeds were all placed at the 
fame depths, and had aiways the fame expofure, 
both with refpect to heat, air, and light. 


Before proceeding to enumerate the feveral 
experimenis, our author thinks it neceflary to 
mention the different modes in which electricity 
was applicd ; and thefe were, 
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I. Pofitively. 
1. Without fparks. 


a. ‘The fubftance to be ele&rified, being in- 
fulated, and having, at the fame time, a 
a communication with the conductor, by 
means of an cleric. This our author 
terms fimple electricity, or the cleétrical 
fomentation. 

b. The body to be electrified, not being in- 
fulated, but connected immediately with 

the furrounding elements. 


II. Negatively, by conjoining the body to be e- 
lectrified with the cuthion of the globe. 


Ill. Pofitively and negatively together, or in 
what are termed elefrical /hocks. 


1. The fubflances to be clectrified, being in- 
fulated, and conneéted with tuat fide of the 
charged phial and a 
connedting chain then applied to the nega- 
tively-eleQiificd fide of the phial. 


. The body to be electrified, not being infu- 
lated, teing cor Sed with the negatively- 
elect: ‘fied fide the and afterwards, 
onthe phial ire ¢ arged with the pofi- 
tively eicctrified fide, 

The 
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The firft experiment was upon pullets eggs. | 
Six eggs which had been expofed to the electrical 
fomentation, three times a-day, for five days, 
and for a quarter of an hour each time, were, 
on the 24th of June, placed below a hen, to- 


gether with other fix eggs that had not been 
electrified. ‘Lhe electrified eggs received three 


other applications, fimilar to the former, on the 
25th, and one on the morning of the 26th. Al- 
though the eggs had been placed below the hen 
on the 24th, yet, as fhe did not begin to fit con- 
{tantly upon them till the evening of the 26th, 


that period, therefore, muft be confidered as the 
commencement of the incubation. 


On the 14th of July, viz. the 18th day of incuba- 
tion, two fine chicks were produced from two of 
the electrified eggs ; and, on the fifteenth, the 
other four electrified eggs alfo afforded fine birds. 
The author, after waiting till the 2eth of the 
month for the fruits of the non-electrified eggs, 
and nothing then appearing, opened them, and 
found them all entirely rotten, without the leaft 
rudiments of chicks being obfervable. 


The birds from the electrified eggs were, at 
firft, and all along, remarkably large and healthy, 
I4 and 


| 


and continued to thrive even without the aflift- 
ance of the mother. : 


On the 4th of July was commenced an expe- 
riment fimilar to the above, and the confequence : 
‘was, that, on the 19th day from the time of in- 
cubation, four out of fix ele&trified eggs produ- 
ced fine birds ; and as, after three days, there 
‘were no appearance of chicks from any of the 
reft, they were all broke, when two out of five 
eggs, which had vot veen electrified, were found 
to contain living birds. Lhe reft were all rot- 
ten. 


Two other experiments on eggs are enume- 
rated, in which confiderable variations took place, 
both with refpect to the quantity of cleétricity 
ufed, and the manner in which it was applied. 
The refult was, that eggs to which fimple e- 
leétricity had been applied, and that whether 
betore or after the commencement of incu- 
bation, not only yiclaed chicks of a larger and 
{tro ger make than ufual, but tiiefe too at a more 
earlier period than they commenly appear. 
On the coitrary, however, when {parks were 
taken from eggs clectrified in that manner, no 
evicent difference could be obferved between the 
produce of thefe anc of fuch as had never been e- 
le€trified : And again, eggs to which the ejcctrical 
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fhock had been frequent!y applied, feemed to be 
rendered entirely unfit for the purpofe of incu. 
bation ; none of them producing chicks on being 
expofed to the due degree of heat, and, in one 
egg that had been violently eleétrified, the yolk 
and white were found mixed together. 


The effects of ele€tricity on the ova of different. 
kinds of butterflies, were nearly the fame as thofe 
produced upon pullets eggs ; the electrical atmof- 
phere, when frequently applied, always quickning 
their hatching. : 


In our author’s experiments on vegetation, fe- 
veral remarkable circumftances occurred, which 
prove, with certainty, the influence of electric'ty 


onthe grows’ of plants. His firft trials in this 


way, were upon feeds newly fown ; and the con- 
clufions that may be drawn from this part of the 
work, are, 


1. Lhat the germination of plants its greatly ac- 
celerated, by the application of fimple electricity, 
and that in proportion to the quantity of cleétric 
matter made ufe of, in whatever kind of earth 
the fecds have been planted. 


2. That, in this refpect, electricity feems to 
have even more confiderable effc&s than dune 
mixed 
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mixed with earth, in which feeds are to be 
fown. 


3. That, in fuch experiments, the nature of 
the veffels that contain the earth, fees to have 
fome influence: Thus, electricity applied to feeds 
and earth, contained in metallic veffels, proved 
more powerful in its effects, than when glafs va- 
fes were made ufc of, and. in thefe again, it feem- 
ed more aétive than when earthen potts were 
had recourfe to. 

4 That the effects of electricity in promoting 
vegetation, appeared equally remarkable in the o- 
pen air, as in the confined air of an apartment. 


5. That, although watering earth in which 
{feeds have been fown, does not appear requifite 
for rendering the effects of electricity on vegeta- 
tion remarkable, yet that fprinkling the earth 
with water, to which the eleétrical fomentation 
has been previoufly communicated, feems to have 
a confiderable influence. 


6. That the vegetation of plants may be retard- 

by their feeds being negatively clectrified. 
7. That although the growth, of feeds can be 
confiderably 
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eonfiderably haftened by their being expofed to 
the influence of the clerical fomentation ; yet 
that no plants were produced from fuch feeds 
as the electric fbock had been communicated to. 
And, 


8. That electricity, from feveral experiments, 
‘both upon annual and perennial plants, had evi- 
dently a confiderable influence in forwarding ve- 
getation. With thefe laft, however, eleétrical 
fhocks do not feem to have been made trial of, 
the plants-having been merely expofed to the e- 
le€tric atmoiphere. 


After giving a minute detail of the feveral ex- 
periments, our author next endeavours to account, 
as nearly as poflible, for the feveral effeé&s pro- 
duced by electricity. The ele&tric matter which 
he, with others, fuppofes, in certain quantities, to 
be diffufed over all bodies is, he fays, a fluid, fin- 
 gularly elaftic, igneous, or at leaft very analogous 
to fire, and of a remarkably irritating nature ; 
and, from thefe different properties, many of the 
phaenomena which occur in eletricity may, he 
thinks, be accounted for. 


II. 


e 


F- Raymond, Diff. exhib. defcriptionem Febrium Inter- 
mittentium Autumnalium Quotannis Niittelburgi 
et in Vicinis Seelandiae Batavae locis graffan- 
tium. Vid. Ern. Godofr. Baldinger Sylloge 


Selectiorum Opufculorum Argumenti Medico-prac- 
tici. 8vo, Gottingae. 


HE intermittent fever here defcribed by Mr 
Raymond, prevails very univerfally, not on- 
ly in the iflands oi Zealand, but likewife in fimi- 
Jar fituations on the neighbouring coaft of Flan- 
ders. It islefs frequent in the diftrict of Hol- 


land; but is often met w:th both in Eaft and 
Welt Fricfland. 


The firft fymptoms of this diforder are, a 
belching from the ftomach, with other appearan- 
ces of indigeftion ; to thefe fucceed a cold and 
hot fit, which laft is fo violent, and fo lafting, as 
to caufe the difeafe to be miftaken for an acute 
fever of the continued kind. ‘I'he intermiffion 
of febrile fymptoms is, in the beginning of the 
difcafe, fo inconfiderable, as often not to be ob- 
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ferved ; if proper attention, however, be given, a 
flight remiflion may generally be difcovered. ‘The 
new paroxyfm is always ufhered in with a gentle 
coldnefs, and, by returning at ftated periods, the 
diforder is, by that circumftance, fufficiently dif- 
tingu fhed from a real continued fever. There is 
likewife another remarkable diftin€tion which oc- 
curs between the two difealcs ; for if, in the fever 
now under confideration, are prefcribed, blood- 
lettings, purgatives, and fuch other {trong evacu- 
ating medicines as in continued fevers are fre- 
quently of fervice, different chronic diforders are 
thereby often produced ; and, on the contrary, 
if very warn ftimulating remedies are made ufe 
of, dangerous continued fevers are often the con- 
fequence. 


Next to the violent heat, which ts in this fever 
always a very troublefome fymptom, the biliofa 
colluvies fhews itfelf molt remarkably ; the belly 
fwe'ls, the patient is troubled with a conftant 
vomiting, and weightin the hypochondria ; the 
whole mouth ts from the bezinuing, covered with 
a yellow bitter mucus; ant io univerfally is the 
bile diffufed over the fy:ten, theta bihous humour 
is frequently obferved to fill, and tranfpire from_ 
the feveral glands about the neck. In the 
courfe 
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courfe of the difeafe, violent headachs with deli- 
rium occur; the fleep is difturbed, and not re- 
frefhing ; the patient is feized with ftartings, and 
other convulfive motions inthe mufcles. Angina 
is a comamon fymptom, together with aphthe, and 
pains inthe abdomen.—Sometimes a coftivenefs 
takes place, and at other times profufe diarrhoeas; 
purple coloured eruptions break out, that neither 
appear to be critical, nor even to alleviate any of 
the fymptoms ; nay, they rather, on the contra- 
ry, feem to increafe the violence of the heat ; 
and profufe fweatings often occur, without any 
other effect, however, than that of weakening the 
patient. Amidft the violence of thefe feveral 
lymptoms, a certain and pathognomonic charac- 
teriftic of the diforder may, by an attentive ob- 
ferver, be always difcovered. At ftated intervals, 
of a longer or fhorter duration, an entire remif- 
 fion of all the fymptoms takes place, in fo much, 
that, excepting a general debility, the patient has 
frequently at thefe times no other complaint. 
This more particularly is the cafe, when the dif- 
eafe has been of three or four days continuance, 
the diftin& paroxyfis being then more eafily ob- 


ferved than in the firft days of the fever ; at leaft, 
it 
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it always is fo, if the diforder has not from the 
beginning been improperly treated. 

This fever in general at firft fhews itfelf in the 
form of a tertian intermittent ; it afterwards, of- 
ten indeed, affumes the appearance of a quotidi- 
an, and by this means the paroxyfms are al- 
ways confiderably lengthened. Sometimes, again, 
a quartan is the type under which it appears: 
From the long continuance of thar fpecies of in- 
termittent, and the feveral affections of the vifcera 
it is often attended with, this always renders the 


complaint not only more tedious, but in reality 
more dangerous. 


Although the fymptoms of this diforder are of 
a very alarming nature, yet a great proportion of 
fuch as are attacked with it recover ; and it is al- 
ways obierved, if ever the violence of the fever 
abates, the patient then certainly, though flowly, 
recovers the ufe of allhis functions. It is likewife 
remarkable, that fuch patients always recover 
moft quickly, as from the beginning have had 
the bilious humours properly evacuated ; and, 
vice verfa, {uch as are carried off by the difeafe, 
die feemingly ina {tate of apoplexy, which is com- 
monly preceded by fuch a degree of coma or tor- 
por, as the patient can {carce be roufed from. The 
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face becomes red and turgid, the tongue re- 
markably parched, the patient at the fame time 


- making no complaint of thirft; the different 


excrei:ments are paffed involuntarily ; the pulfe in- 
termits, and the breathing becomes flow and dif- 
ficult. itis always obferved, that plethoric ro- 
bult people recover with greater difficulty from 
this {pecies of fever, than thofe of an oppofite tem- 
perament ; and hence {tout young men are al- 
ways more violently attacked than old people, 
and fuch as are of lax phlegmatic habits. All 
ages are equaily liable to the diltemper ; infants 
are as frequenily feiz:d with it as adults, and rich 
people as well as poor. It is obferved, however, 
that the diiorder is always moft fevere on fuch 
as have been much expofed to the heats of fum- 
mer, and on thofe aifo that have been obiiged to 
to live upon fat rancid animal food. 


The origin of this diforder is, by our author, 
attributed chisfly to a putrefcency of the inu- 
mours in general, but particulariy of the bie, 
which may be excited by various caufes ; but, a- 
bout Middleburg, and all over the ifland of Wul- 
cher, the principal caufe, we are told, is the 


want of trefh water; for,as that ifland is almoft 


wholly beiow the level of the fea, there are nei- 
ther 
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ther fprings nor frefh water rivers ; fo that the in- 
habitants have to truft entirely to what they can 
collect by {pouts, inthe rainy feafons, from the fides 
of heufes. Such water, froin the variety of pu- 
tre{cent matters, with which it is frequently una- 
voidably mixed, and from the manner of keeping it 
in cifterns, foon becomes putrid, and very unfit for 
ufe ; it is nc wonder, therefore, that the juices of 
fuch people as are obliged daily to have re- 
courfe to it, foon acquire a putrefcent tendency. 
This, together with a ftoppage of perfpiration, oc- 
cafioned by cold wet weather fucceeding to warm 
{ummers, our author confiders as the proximate 
caufe of this fpecies of fever. From a variety of 
facts, it is well known, that this diforder, though 
frequently epidemic, yet is not in the leaft conta- 
gious. Phyficians who attend the fick, and other 
people who live in the fame houfe with them, 
are never {ceized with fuch complaints, unlefs they 
have previoufly received the feeds of infection. 
Nay, children even have been known to fuck their 
infected nurfes with impunity. 

In the treatment of this diforder, blood-letting 
is never advifeable, excepting in young plethoric 
patients, where, to a certain degree, it may fome- 
times be neccflary, cither with a view to mode- 

VoL. 1V. k rate 
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rate any inflammatory fymptoms that may occur, 


or to prevent any rifk from the violent opera- 
tion of fuch emetics as are found requifite. 


Both the naufea, and the natural vomiting 
which fo frequently occur in this complaint, evi- 
dently point out the propriety of having recourfe 
to emetics ; and of thefe the moft gentle are much 
preferable to thofe of a more fltimulating nature ; 
fo that ipecacuanha is always to be preferred 
to tartaremetic. In general, however, and efpe- 
cially in the beginning of the diforder, neither 
of thofe articles are neceflary, as warm wa- 
ter, merely, anfwers every purpofe fully better 
than either. It not only acts as an eavcuant, 
but fuch of it as is not thrown up, by mixing with 
the putrefcent particles of the fluids, tends 
thereby not only to correét their acrimony, but 
may likewife affift in carrying them off by the 
fkin and other emunétories. For this reafon, it 
fhould be given in large draughts, and thefe fre- 
quently repeated, efpecially foon before the return 
of a paroxy/{m Is expected. 


When the firft paroxy{m is over, gentle laxa- 
tives are generally had recourfe to, and almoft al- 
ways with evident good effects. Manna, tama- 
rinds, and caffia are the articles commonly pre- 
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fcribed. During the continuance of the fit, it is 
found of fervice to throw in different abforbent 
powders, as is alfo the ufe of foie of the neutral 
falts, and particularly nitre and cream of tartar 3 
to which a few grains of rhubarb are fometimes 
conjoined with advantage. For ordinary drink, 
barley-water, acidulated with fpirits of vitriol or 
nitre, anfwers very well; tea is likewife frequent- 
ly ufed, as alfo water in which bread has been 
boiled, with a finall proportion of wine, a mode- 
rate ufe of which not only is of fervice by fup- 
porting the patient, but tends in reality to fup- 
prefs that violent heat which always prevails here. 

In the firft days of the difeafe, no kind of nourifh- 
ment is ever given, excepting fuch drinks as have 
been mentioned 3; afterwards weak fiefh broths, 
acidulated with citron juice, may be allowed. But- 
ter milk is fometimes given too, both by itfelf, and 
made into porridge with flower. Ripe fruits, fuch 
as apples, prunes, andcherries, roalted or boiied in 
their own juices, may liere likewile be fafely permit- 
ted. Whatever nourifhment is neceflary, however, 
fhould be taken a ccnfiderable time before a pa- 
roxyfm is expected, as meat of any kind, taken 
imineciately befure a fit, always occafions a great 
deal of uneafinefs to the patient. 
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By proper attention, and the continuance of 
fuch a courfe as has been prefcribed, a great 
proportion of thofe attacked with this diforder 
recover from it; it fometiines, however, proves 
very obftinate, efpecially in fuch as have previ- 
oufly laboured under any complaints in the abdo- 
minal vifcera. 


Of all the fymptoms that occur in this difeafe, 
jaundice is moft to be dreaded ; for, although the 
feverifh fymptoms be got the better of, yeta 
dropfy, or fome other dangerous diforder of a 
chronic nature, always fupervenes. In fuch cafes, 
foap with rhubarb, and other refolvent medicines, 
mult be had recourfe to inwardly, along with the 
external ufe of proper ointments, and fomenta- 
tions to the abdomen, with a view to the refolu- 
tion of fuch obftructions as may have taken place. 
The Peruvian bark, in this difeafe, when prudently 
adminiftered, is always of the greateft advantaye ; 
there are fome periods of the complaint, however, 
in which it cannot be ufed but with the greateft 
rifk, particularly when any obftruction in the. 
liver, or other abdominal vifcera, takes place ; as 
likewife when the patient is troubled with a cough, 
or any other pectoral complaint. In that cafe, 
the ufe of Peruvian bark almoft certainly lays the 

foundation 
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foundation of a real phthifis. But, whenever the 
diforder, by its long continuance, feems to be al- 
fuming the form of a continued fever, when no ob- 
ftructions in the vifcera take place, when the pulie is 
feeble and the patient much debilitated, and efpecial- 
ly when the different evacuations have been carried 
a proper length, the bark is then the only remedy 
to be depended on, and fhould be carefuily 
exhibitec, in proper quantities, between the dif- 
ferent paroxyfms. Even in the moft dangerous 
{tate of the diforder, the bark is frequently aad 
recourfe to with advantage, as in the words of 
our author: * Omnium maxime cortex proce, 
¢ quando fopor comatofus, ex quo difliculter excita- 
‘tur aeger, cum facie Hippocratica, et intercurren- 
‘ tes Leipothymiz, profundaque et obliviofa infen- 
¢ fibilitas, cum pulfu intermittente ¢t refpiratione 
ftertorofa, prenunciant lethargum vel 
‘am inflare. Tum {cilicet cortex optiuus cua 
‘multis acicis, prafertim vitriolicis, etiam: cu:n 
‘ rhabarbaro, fi opus, et, cum falibus mediis mari- 
‘ tatus, cito et copiofe eft dandus. Ab cjus enim 
‘ufu homo iterum evigilat, quafi redeunt fen- 
‘ fus, redit pulfuum et refpirationis integritas, bo- 
¢ moque, ex orci quafi faucibus ereptus, dein vitam 
¢ protrahit, ut reliquize morbi queant fuperari’ 
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When the diforder affumes the form of a quar- 
tan intermittent, as it fometimes does, its cure 
can never be foon expected, fcarcely ever before 
the return of one or more fummers ; and what in 
fuch a form always renders it more dangerous, 
is, that,in thefe regions, a {curvy frequently fuper- 
venes in the courfe of the winter. In the begin- 
ning of this {tate of the difeafe, little or nothing 
can be done; for evacuations, efpecially when the 
autumn is much advanced, have always the effect 
of inducing a double quartan, and febrifuge re- 
medies cannot then be had recourfe to, but with 
confiderable rifk. Refolvents, however, and bit- 
| ters, with other ftomachic medicines, may, in the 
| mean time, be ufed with advantage; and, as foon as 
{pring commences, antifccrbutics may be had re- 
courfe to, and afterwards the bark conjoined with 
thefe. In fuch cafes, where the putrid {curvy has 
come any confiderable length, as may be known 
| by the erofion of the gums, and other fymptons 
that evidently thew themfelves, the ftronger a- 
cids, and efpecially the ol. vitrioli, fhould be had 
‘recourfe to, the vegetable acid being then not 
found {trong enough to corre& the putrefcence 
that takes place in the blood. 


After thefe general obfervations on the conjunction 
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of putrid fcurvy, with the diforder now under 
coufideration, our author then proceeds to the- 
conclufion of the differtation, with a few re- 
marks on what he terms the muriatic {curvy ; and, 
the more clearly to convey his meaning, we here 
prefent our readers with hisown words: ‘ Quod fi 
‘autem fcorbutus fic dictus muriaticus accedat, 
€ qui apud nos propter aéris marini exhalationes 
‘ falfas, et propter copiofiorem nautaruin vivendi 
‘ modum, quem etiam plures alii imitari coguntur, 
fcilicet, propter halecumet pifcium falitoruin, 
‘ carnifque fuino et fale condite quotidianam ufu- 
‘ram, etiam ob vegetabilium recentium in mag- 
‘no hominum numero penuriam et raram difpen- 
fationem, frequens eft ct qui ex rigiditate ac dolore 
¢ rheumatico, nufculoruin,ex pruritu cutis, ex eda- 
‘ citate et fiticu'ofitate perpetua, ex urina male 
‘ cocta et acri, ex fpullicis nervorum contractioni- 
‘ bus, epiderna,idis ficcitate et defquamatione, uiceri- 
© bus late ferpentibus, et ex rebelli pertinacia tebris 
¢ quartane contra falutarem corticis Peruviani 
‘ufum cognofcitur, tum preter antifcorbutica or- 
* dinaria imprimis aqua caicis vive, ex conchihis 
‘marinis exufte, et cum equali lactis copia 
‘ mifta, bibenda commendatur. Sxpe aqua Sel- 
* tcrana et Spadana, cum regimine his aqu:s debito, 
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‘adhiberi debet. Prodeft etiam peregrinatio ct 
¢foli natalis cum aére magis libero, prafertim 
‘montano, ufque ad plenariam fanationem com- 
mutatio.” | 


IIL. 


Obfervations fur la Situation des Vifceres du. Bas- 
ventre ches les Enfans, et fur le deplacement 
qu ils eprouvent dans un age plus avancé, par 


Monf. Portal, Vid. L’hz/toire de P Academie 
Royale des Sciences aParis, année 1771, 4to, 
Paris. 


| N exaé&t knowledge of the fituation of the 
f \ abdominal vifcera, in all ages, is of the 


greateft confequence to every practitioner. And 
as Mr Portal has had the beft opportunities for 
information on the fubjegt, his obfervations de. 
ferve particular attention. 


The abdomen is, by Mr Portal, divided into 
three regions, the fuperior, middle, and inferior ; 
in the firft are comprehended thofe parts that are 
bounded by the diaphragm and ribs; the fecond 

extends 


~ 
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extends from the ribs to the pelvis, and the pel- 


vis itfelf conftitutes the laft. 


Thefe three regions form one large cavity, in 
which are containedallthe vifcera of thelower belly; 
the extent, however, of thefe different divifions 
varies in different ages, in diffcrent fubjects, and 
is altered likewife by difeafe. In new-born in- 
fants, the diftance between the fternum and pel- 
vis is near to a third of their whole length; in 
adults, the length of the abdomen does not extend 
to a fifth of the whole. Inchildren of three feet 


‘in height, the abdomen meafures nearly one foot, 


and it is not found to exceed that in adults five 
feet high. 

This difference with refpect to the abdomen 
in infants and in adults, is confined entirely to 
the widdle region, which, in children, is not on- 
ly much longer, but, in proportion, much more 
extenfive in every refpect, than in people come 
to their full fize. Inthe former, it is wider from 
before backwards, in children the {pine being al- 
moft entirely ftraight, whereas, in adults, it be- 
comes confiderably crooked. in children too, 


itis much wider from one fide to the other than 


in adults, asin them the ribs bend more outwards 
than they do in the latter. 


Although 
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Although this middle abdominal region, how- 
ever, isin children fo extenfive, yet both the 


fuperior and inferior divifions are not propor- 


tionally fo ; nay, they are even {mall, in comparifon 


to thofe of adults. The pelvis is incomparably 
{mailer in the foetus than in adults ; in the former, 


‘the under extremity of the os facrum bends 


confiderably over towards the pubis. The ho- 
rizontal branch of the pubis is both fhort and flat, 
and the tuberofities of the ifchia are turned back- 
wards. Every circumftance, therefore, concurs 
to fhorten the cavities of both the inferior and 
fuperior abdominal regions ; in fo much that, in 
young children, all the vifcera of the lower belly. 
are contained in what we have termed the middle 
divifion, and remain there, till, by degrees, they 
infinuate themfelves into the other two regions, 
as thefe, in courfe of time, come to be eniarged. 
Before treating, however, of the changes the vif- 
cera undergo in point of fituation from the in- 
fantine ftate to that of adults, it will not be im- 
proper firft to give a more particular defcription 
of their feveral fituations in the former. 


The ftomach in infants, in place of being fitu- 
ated tranfverfely, as is the cafe in adults, hangs 
almoft perpendicularly. It extends from what is 

| commonly 
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commonly termed the epigaftric region, to the 
umbilical, inclining a very little to the left above, 
and to the right fide ‘below ; ‘having its convex 
fide or great curve turned to ‘the left, and the 
{mall curvature towards the right. In ‘confe- 
quence of this fituation of the ftomach, the o- 
mentum, which is always attached to its great cur- 
vature, lies more towards the left than the right 
fide ; and, fro want of knowledge of this circuin- 
ftance, practitioners have often treated, as difcafes 
of the colon, fuch complaints in children, as, on 
opening the bodies after death, have been found 
feated in the omentum only. The liver is very 
large in the foetus, in proportion to its fize in a- 
dults, and is fituated almoft entirely in the middle 

region of the abdomen ; it appears to the touch 

externally, indeed, much nearer the linea alba 

than it is ever found to be in a more advanced 

age. At this period the duodenum is placed al- 

moft entirely behind the ftomach. The fpleen 

in infants is always eafily difcovered by the touch, 

immediately below the falfe ribs ; this, in adults, 

never can be done, but in a difeafed ftate of thar 

vifcus. In the former, a confiderabic part of it is 

fituated in the middle region of the abdomen ; 

whercas, 
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whereas, in’the latter, its feat is always in the left 
hypochondrium. 


In very young fubjeéts the urinary bladder is 
fituated entirely without the pelvis, is remarkably 
large in proportion to the other parts, and extends 
to within a very {mall diftance of the navel; when 
full of urine, it makes a very evident prominence 
near about the middle and inferior part of the 
abdomen. This pofition of the bladder, above 
the os pubis, ought to be particularly attended 
to; for when, in infancy, it is neceflary to have 
recourfe to lithotomy, the high operation fhould 
always be preferred to thofe where the opening 
is made inthe perinaeum. This operation, how- 
ever, has never been favourably. looked upon. 
But, as the fhorteft and eafieft paffage to the 
bladder is, in lithotomy, a principal obje&, it 
ought certainly, in children, to be preferred to 
every other, the bladder in them lying fo near to 
the external teguments above the pubes. 


In young girls, the womb, with its two ovaria, 
are confiderably raifed above the os pubis, and, 
when fwelled, a circumftance, however, which, at 
this age, feldom occurs, it can be eafily diftin- 
guifhed by the touch externally. 


Such, 
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Such are the fituations of the vifcera in child- 
hood. Ina more advanced age, however, they 
are entirely changed ; the ribs become lefs crook- 
ed, the diaphragm more vaulted, and the liver 
gets a higher fituation, infomuch that, about 
the fifteenth year, it is almoft entirely covered 
7 under the ribs, when the perfon is in an horizon- 
tal pofture. This change of fituation in the liver 
| occafions a manifeft alteration likewife in the po- 
fition of the ftomach. By degrees it deviates from 
the perpendicular to a horizontal line ; and accor- 
ding as it changes its fituation, the omentum re- 
cedes entirely from the left fide, and proceeds toe 
occupy the middle part of the lower belly. Al- 
though the horizontal lobe of the liver can be di- 
{tinguifhed by the touch in adults, yet never by 
any means fo evidently as in children ; it is fitu- 

ated almoft upon the under extremity of the oe- 

fophagus, fo that, when it becomes preternaturally 
| enlarged, it compreffes that canal fo entirely as to 
prevent the entrance of the aliments into the f{to- 
| mach. ‘l'wo fuch cafes our author mentions his 
| having met with; and, in both, the patients fuf- 
fered greatly from very violent vomitings with 
which they were attacked fome time before death. 
| In 
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In the mean time, the pelvis becomes every 
way larger; the pubis turns confiderably longer, 
and acquires a greater height; the os facrum 
ftretches farther back, and the tuberofities of the 
if{chium pufh outwards, and to a greater diftance 
from the os coccigis. 


Such a confiderable augmentation in the cavi- 
ty of the. inferior part. of the abdomen, gives rife 
to fuch changes in the pofition of the different 
vifcera, as deferves, from practitioners, very par- 
ticular attention. Thofe which, from their make 
and nature, have been accuftomed to float in the 
middle region of the abdomen, now fall down 
into the pelvis ; this is particularly the cafe with 
the bladder, which, in falling down, has its fupe- 
rior part carried forward, and the urachus, which 
had been attached to the fundus, is tore away, 
and never again connected with it. This fact was 
firft taken notice of by Mr Lieutaud, and is not 
as yet believed by many anatomifts. The fludy 
of anatomy, in different periods of life, offers a 
new field for difcoveries ; and there is little doubt 
of its being profecuted farther, but that the va- 
rious opinions of different anatomifts on the fame 


fubje& may be reconciled, they having generally 
confidered as certain and conftant fuch appear- 
ances as they had obferved at any particular age. 

The 
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The fame caufe which produces. the change of 
pofition in the bladder, occafions alfo that of the 
uterus. The womb, which, in childhood, had 
been placed above the pubis, by degrees falls 
into the pelvis, infomuch that, in adult women, 
who are not pregnant, it is always, in a found {tate 
at leaft, entirely funk in it. Both the bladder 
and. uterus acquire an oblique fituation in the 
pelvis, owing to the defcent of the inteftines ; 
this obliquity, that becomes in a manner natural 
to both thefe vifcera, was obfeved by Gunzius 
and Camper. On examining fuch cafes of her- 
niae of the bladder as have yet occurred, it is 
found to have happened much more frequently 
in the right than the left fide; and it is certain 
that the left ovarium is generally higher fituated 
than the right. And, indeed, the bottom of the u- 
terus cannot be inclined towards the right fide 
of the pelvis, without having the ovarium attached 
to it carried down at the fame time. There is like- 
wife another peculiarity which fometimes occurs 
in the pofition of the left ovarium, it being fre- 
quently found almoft contiguous to the lower 
lumbar vertebra. A cafe of difeafed ovarium is 
here related by the author : He was confulted, a- 


long 
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long with other two phyficians, by a lady attacked 

with a fchirrous tumor, about four fingers 
breadth below, and a little to the left fide of the 

. umbilicus. His opinion was, that the fwelling 
adhered to the bottom of the uterus, and that it 
was not produced by either of the ovaria, which 
he imagined lay more toeach fide. On opening 
the body, however, after death, the womb was 
found in the pelvis, with the right ovarium be- 
low; while the left, which was -of a prodigious 
fize and hardnefs, was placed near to the loweft 
vertebra of the loins, and above the left fide of the 
uterus. 


IV. 


Recapitulasion des Baptemes, Mariages, Mortu- 
aires, et Enfans-trouvés de la Ville et Faubourgs 
de Paris, depuis Pannée 1709, jufques et come 
pris Pannée 1770. Par M. Morand fis. Vide 
PHiftoire de P Academie Royale des Sciences 
a Paris, année 1771, 4to, Paris. 


T HE firft attempt to difcover the number 
of marriages, baptifms, and deaths, that 
annually occur in the city of Paris, was commen- 

ce 
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ced in the month of January 1670, and continued 
monthly for two years and upwards. Mr Mo- 
rand, in the firft part of his paper, has inferted 
a copy of this lift for the firft two years of the 
undertaking, together with that of the three firit 
.) months of the year 1681, which is all that, after 


the moft diligent fearch, he has been able to pro- 
cure. In the year 1709, a fimilar plan was 
begun, and has been regularly continued ever 
fince ; of this the following table is an exaé co- 
py ; and we are told, that it is to be regularly 
carried on, and its contents communicated in the 


fubfequent volumes of the memoirs of the aca- 
demy, everytenth year. The very great increafe, 
that of late years appears by the table to have oc- 
: curred in the number of infants, admitted to the 
er Foundling Hofpital at Paris, is owing, we are in- 
formed, to the greater difficulty, now experien- 
ced by the lower fet of people, in rearing and 


maintaining their children, than was the cafe 
fome years ago. 


| Yor. IV. 


| 
i, 
<x" 
2: 
é 
&: 
4 
ay 
= 
t 
¢ 
| | 


Baptifms. 


16910 
13634 
16502 
1658y 
16763 
16866 
17641 
17719 
18660 
18517 
18620 
17679 
19917 
19573 
19622 
10828 
19564 
1$209 
18715 
18189 
18:62 
18966 
18877 
18605 
17825 
190825 
18362 
16877 
19767 
14617 
19791 
10 32 
18,78 
17722 
1737 
18318 


Marriages, 


3047 
3382 
4484 
4264 
4289 
4553 
4555 
3795 
4527 
4290 


4378 


6105 
4407 


4464 


4255 
4270 


3311 


3295 
3613 
4198 | 


4238 | 


4403 


4169 | 


3983 
4132 
4133 
3376 
3999 
41358 


| 4247 


4108 
42:7 
2923 


3*43 


| 4210 


Deaths. 


29288 
22389 
15920 
15721 
14860 
16380 
15478 
17410 
#3935 
24151 
20371 
15978 
15507 
20024 
19719 


18039 


19022 
19100 
16627 
19852 
17454 
200 32 
17532 
17466 
16196 
i89goo 


to 
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ndlings. 


1653 
1743 
1741 
1734 
1795 
1780 
1673 
1723 
1734 
1441 
1730 
1857 
1992 
2095 
2260 
2466 
2202 
2166 
2336 
2401 
2539 
2474 
2414 
2954 


2681 
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1709 
1710 
1711 | 
1712 
| 1713 | 
+1714 | 
| 1715 
3716 | 
1717 
1713 | | 
1749 
1720 , 
172I 
1722 
1724 
1726 
1728 
‘7 
1731 
1732 | | | 
1733 
1734 | | 
I7 < 
I 18678 2Q14 
1738 | | 
| 1739 | 21956 
1740 | 252 3150 
174! 3200 
| 7 1742 2 3163 
| 3743 | 
1744 | 
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Years. Baptifms. Marriages. Deaths. Fouidlings. 


Boys. Men. Women | Boys. Girls. 


9261} 8 6:}:661 i573 
1 1746 9363'8984:4146 9418} 8635116771605 
1747| 3592) 855616771092 
1748) 9197/87 £0/4003|10265) gz 94.1 76211657 
1749) 981 919339,4263| y364) 874319231352 
175°] 971119324'4619! 8123119431342 
1751! 8800 7873/1 561 
1752:103081990914359] 9573} 
1753 46|1 1676}! 0040/2 216/21 13 
1754 95°7|9402141 43)11978} 17/21 14 
1755; 9725196871450: |10930] 
1756 8050/245 312374 
1757) 9438]2502/2467 
1753) 1077 947 114342 7; 9475 2532/2450 2 

1759, 59] 9560: 8886)2693/2571 

1760. 9214187773787] 9074: 

1761} 9446; 

1763! 89 351852414479] 1126} 804 5} 20 3012022 

1764) 9438] 

1265 937 21956714782] 

| 1766) 95421923114693|10940 87 54)2695!2~ 29 
| 8_>0)3365| 242 
1768. 9577|900: $5731 1522) 9376 

1769) 997194741459] G70. 8727/87 54)3172 
1772 1099019549477 91 992-1 8797|353113387 
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V. 


Memoire fur les Enfans qui naiffent fans un veri- 
table Anus. Par™M. Bertin. Vid. PAt/tore 
de ’ Academie Royale des Sciences, Année 1771. 


ato. Paris 1774. 
Bertin’s obfervations on the difeafe al- 
M. luded to in the title, are preceded by 
feveral pertinent remarks on the helplefs ftate of 
new-born children, and on the abfolute neceffity 
of attending to ali their wants. 


One of the moft material cares due by a nurfe 
to a child, is to fee that all the paffages intended 
by nature, whether for the entrance or exit of 
the air and aliments, are free, and without any 
obftrudtion ; for, as many cafes occur, in which 
fome of thefe are not altogether complete, if they 
are not foon either rendered fo, or the deficien- 
ces, in fome meafure, at leaft, fupplied, fuch chil- 


dren cannot be fuppofed long to furvive their 
birth. 


Of all the different paflages, none are found fo 
liable to fuch obftructions as the anus, in which 


if 
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jt is now well known they are far from being un- 
common. This diforder, our author alledges, 
may, and has happened, in four different man- 
ners, all of which require a different method of 
treatment, 


1. The anus may be entirely obftructed, either 
by a thin membrane, or a more flefhy fubfance, 
merely ftopping up the external paffage. 

2. The rectum is fomctimes wanting aitoge- 
ther; is fometimes not perforated through its 
whole extent; and fonetimes terminates in one 
or two bags or culs-de-facs, before reaching the 
external teguments. | 


3. The rectum in girls fometimes terminates 
in the vagina; and, on other occafions, by a double 
opening, one in the vagina, and another at the 
ufual part, viz. the anus. It may end Goubly too 
in another manner, v.z. with one opening into the 

ladder, and another in the vagina. 


4. In male children the rectum fometimes 
terminates in the bladder, wit..out having any o- 


ther opening ; and in them likewife may end 


doubly, viz. both in the bladder, and at the or- 
dinary fituation of the anus. Inthe farft of thefe 
circumftances, the diforcer in general is very eafily 
got the better of ; for, when the paffage is only 
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covered by athin membrane, the proper {fitua- 
tion of the anus is at once evident, both to the 
eye and the feel, by the preflure and blue colour 
occafioned at the part by the meconium within. 
Mr Levret,in fuch cafes, advifes a circular incifion 


of the membrane ; but our author thinks, with Hil- 
danus and Lamotte, that a fimple incifion is all that 


is requifite ; the wound being immediately wafh- 
ed with fpirit of wine, and covered with dry char- 
pee, without even having recourle totents. When, 
however, the obftruGting fubftance is of a more 
thick ficfhy nature, in place cf one fimple incifion, 
two, three, or n.ore may fometimes be necefiary ; 
as it is ucl: better to effe€tuate the opening fafc- 
ly, in a flow gradual manner, than run any rifk 
of wounding the bladder and other contiguous 
parts, by plunging the fca!pel to the bottom of 
the obftruion at once. In order farther to avoid 
the bladder too, we are advifed to dire& the 


courfe of the inciions backwards, near to the di- 
rection of the cs facrum. 


In fuch cafes, where 
it is neceflary to carry the opening to any confi- 


derable depth, either a tent, as defcribed by Hei- 
fter, muft be introduced after the operation, or a 
canula, as directed by Hildanus; as the fides of 
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the wound would, without fuch a precaution, be 
apt to coalefce, 


lt fometimes happens that, although their be an 
opening at the ordinary part, yet the paflage is too 
{trait to allow a free exit to the meconium, and 
other excrements. This tlate of the diforder may 
be relieved in three ditferent methods, either by 
diluting the foeces with frequent injections, fo as" 
to render their evacuation more ealy ; by dating 
the opening with a tent or canula of a proper 
fize ; and, laftly, if neither of thele anfwer, by en- — 
larging the opening witha fcalpel. A cafe is 
here related from Roonhuvfen, wherein this laft 
method was had recourfe to with fuccels. 


The fecond frecies of this diforder enumerated 
by our author, is, as will be readily imagined, of 
a much more dangerous nature than the preceed- 
ing. Several inilances of it are here reiated by 
Mr Bertin, taken from the memoirs of the aca- 
demy ot ictences, and thofe of the academy of fur- 
gery, as well as iome other authentic publications. : 

It has been propofed by Van Sweiten and o- 
thers, in fuch defperate cafts, whereir the regduin 
is altogether wanting, and when, at the faine time, 
any attempts that have been made for tie forma- 
tion of an artificial anus have failed, that the abdo- 
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men of the child fhould be opened, fo that, in this 
manner, fuch a paflage for the foeces might be ob- 
tained, as has frequently been known to anfwer 
in very bad cafes of hernia. Qur author, how- 
ever, is of opinion, that fuch a dangerous and 
doubtful operation, fhould in no cafe be had re- 
courfe to, except it fhould in fome particular in- 
{tances fo happen, that nature fhould pornt out the 
part proper for the opening, by the formation of a 
circumfcribed tumor occafioned by the collection 
of meconium in the inte(tines ; in which event, as 
the furgeon would then have a fure guide for 
the dirc€tion of his incifions, fome operation of 
the kind propofed might, he thinks, be attempted. 
But, in general, all that is advifeable to be done, 
is, with a fcalpel to make an opening of a proper 
fize, at the ufual part where the anus terminates; 
and the incifion being carricd as deep as conve- 
niently it can, a pharyngotom is then to be direét- 
ed on the finger, and puthed as far up as the 
operator judges can be done with fafety; and its 
point being carried backwards towards the courfe 


of the os facrum, the bladder may in that way 
be avoided. 


It fo.netimes happens that, although there is an 
opening at the ufual part wherc the anus termi- 


nates, 
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nates, yet the paflage is entirely obftructed by the 


interference of fome membrane or other fub- 
ftance, at the diftance of two or more finger- 
breadths from the external opening. Such a 
cafe is here related, wherein, after the child’s 
death, the inferior extremity of the colon was 
found about half an inch diftant from the upper 
end of the rectum ; fo thar thofe two extremi- 
ties of the two different inteftines formed, as it 
were, two diltin@ culs-de-facs. Our author is of 
opinion, that children, in this fituation, might 
frequently be faved by a trocar or pharyngotom be- 
ing pufhed along the finger in a proper direction, 
fo as to reach that part of the inteftine containing 
the meconium ; and in fact, we find an inftance 
related in the memoires of the academy of furgery, 
tom. 1. page 385. of a child, who laboured under 
this fpecies of the diforder, heing recovered by the 
means propofed. The third fpecies of the diforder 
now under confideration, arifes, as was obferved, 
from the rectum terminating in the vagina. It fome- 
times ends by one fingle opening inthe vagina ; 
and at other times doubly, with one opening 
in the vagina, and another at the ordinary 
fituation of the anus. In this laft cafe, if the 
two openings are large enough for the paflage of 
the foeces, little or nothing is neceflary to be done; 
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for any operation that could be had recourfe to, 
inight produce fu'ly greater inconveniences than 
can occur, even from a continuance of the difor- 
der. But, on the contrary, when the two paflages 
are found infufficient for the exit of the foeces, the 
opening at the anus fhould be enlarged, either by 
means of tents or cauulas of different fizes ; or, if 
thefe are found ineffectual, by the fcalpel, as ad- 
vifed in the firlt fpecies of the diforder. When : 
it fo happens, that the rectum opens altogether 
into the vagina, and at the fame time there is rea- 

fon from appearances to imagine, that the gut 
could be eafily got at by an incifion upon the u- | 
fual fituation of the anus, the operation, in fuch a 

cafe, fhould certainiy be had recourfe to, as it may 

be a means, if not of curing the inconvenience al- 
together, at leaft of rendering it more tolerabie. 


The fourth and laft fpecies of the complaint 
proceeds, as was obferved, from the rectum ter- 
minating in the bladder. It cannot eafiiy occur 


in girls, as inthem the vagina interferes between 
the rectum and bladder ; but feverai in{tances of it 


in boys are here related by our author. The inte- 
{tine may terminate either altogether in the bladder, 
: . or by two different openings, one in the bladder, 


and one externally, at the ufual fituation ofthe anus. 
Poth 
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Both fpecies of the diforder muft be confidered as 
exceedingly dangerous, it being impoffible for the 
foeces to find a paflage by the narrow canal of the 
urethra ; and their being long retained in the 
bladder, muft inevitably deftroy the patient at 
Jaft. It fhould therefore be the firft obje& with 
practitioners, in alj fuch cafes, if poffible, to make 


. a free opening for the paflage of the foeces from 
| the bladder, Aithough the opening from the in- 
teftine into the bladder, may not perhaps be 


within reach either of the eye or finger, yet this 
fpecies of the diforder is juft as evidently 
characterifed as any of the others, being always 
known to exift wien the meconium and other 
excrements are pafied by the urethra. 


‘When an external opening takes place, toge- 
5 ther with the communication between the in- 
telline aud bladder, all that is neceffary to be 


done, is to enlarge the former, through its whole 
extent, from the teguments to the gut itfelf, fo as 
to make the paflage for the foeces as free in that 
way as poflible. And if that does not anfwer the 
purpofe fufficiently, the incifion fhould be carried 
into the pofterior part of the bladder, fo as to al- 
low afree exit, both for what has been co!leéted 
in it, and for fuch portions of the excrement as 


may 


‘ 
by 
ta 
be 
7% 


may in future be emptied into it. The fame fteps 
become equally neceflary when no opening oc- 
curs externally. An incifion, to a proper depth, 
being previoufly made at the ordinary fituation of 
the anus into this artificial opening, the finger 
isto be introduced, anda cutting inftrument can- 
veyed by it to the bladder. Whether a paflage, 
fo formed, between the bladder and rectum, will 
ever heal up or not, is uncertain; but, in fuch a 
{tate of the diforder as no other refourfe can 
afford any chance for the patient’s recovery, it 
ought furely always to be put in practice. When 
the original paffage between tl.e bladder and rec- 
tuin can be difcovered by the finger, an enlarge- 
ment of it may perhaps be preferable to any o- 
ther; but when that cannot be done, an opening 
may either be made on the polterior part of the 
bladder, by a biftoury conducted on the finger, as 
already directed ; ora ftatt being introduced atthe 
urethra, a paflage may be formed for the foeces 
in the neck of the bladder, by an incifion of nearly 
the fame parts as are now ufually cut in the ope- 
ration of lithotomy. 

A cafe of this fpecies of the diforder that oc- 
curred to our author, is here circumftantially re- 
lated ; and he regrets much his not having had 


recourfe to what, he is now convinced, might 
probably 


> 
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probably have faved the child, viz. fuch an open- 
ing into the bladder as above directed. ‘Uherc 
was no external opening ; but, as the ufual fitu- 
ation of the anus was marked out by a remark- 
able violet colour, it was not doubted that 
the meconium was. near at hand. On carrying 
the incifion very a 


» however, no appearance 
of the inteftine co@®t be obferved ; and, as the 
propriety of making an opening into the bladder 
did not at the time occur to the practitioners con- 
cerned, the child perifhed evidently by the excre- 
ments being too long retained in the bladder. 


VI. 


Cafes of retroverted Uterus, by Dr Garthfhore, 
Mr Hooper, and Mr Bird, with Remarks on 
that difeafe, by Dr Hunter. Vid. Medical Ob- 
Jervations and Inquiries by a Society of Phyjfi- 
cians in London. 8vo. London. 


N the volume of the London Medical Ob- 
fervations and Jnquiries, lately publifhed, 
are inferted no lefs than five cafes of retro- 
verted uterus, which, in the courfe of three or 
four years, had occurred to three practitioners in 


midwifery ; one to Mr Bird furgeon at Chelmf 


ford, two to Mr Jofeph Hooper, and two to Doc- - 


tor 


| 
bi 
i 
a 
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tor Maxwell Garfhore. In the treatment of thefe 
feveral cafes, the directions laid down by Dr 
Hunter in the fourth volume of thefe obfervations, 
were, with very little alteration, purfued in all of 
them, and, by the afliftance of the above named 
gentlemen, all the women did well. The reduc- 
tion of the uterus being, inggach, accomplifhed 
with more or lefs difficulty, according as the dif- 
order had been of longer or fhorter duration. 
Whether or not any particular period of pregnan- 
cy is more liable than others to this diforder, is 
perhaps as yet uncertain ; It may however be re- 
marked, thatall the five women, in whoin the cafes 
alluded to occurred, were either in the third, or 
between the third and fourth months. 


Thefe cafes have perhaps, in fome meafure, 
led to the following remarks on the difeafe in 
queftion, by Dr Wiliam Hunter. 


The growing bulk of the uterus in the firft 
months of pregnancy, before it rifes above the 
brim of the pelvis, has a natural tendency to pro- 
duce micturition, dyfury, and fuppre fiion of urine. 
The particular form and ftate of the pelvis, in 
many inftances, may contribute much to fuch 
complaints, and even to the retroverfion itfelf in 
various degrees. The Dottor fays various degrees, 
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as he is convinced, by the cafes he has feen, as 
well as by the nature of the parts concerned, that, 
in different cafes of that kind, the axis of the u- 
terus is thrown into different directions. 


That pelvis which is moft capacious below, and 
narrowelt above, will be the moft difpofed to 
fuch diforders; aud, our author imagines, that 
very corpulent women will feldom or never have 
the complaint. When tise lower part of the pel- 
vis is very capacious, and efpecially when tire is 
little adeps to fill it up, the e-larged uterus, in 
the fecond and third months, wiil occupy the 
lower part principally of the pelvis ; it will prefs 
mcre upon the meatus urinace than upon the up- 
per part of the bladder, and thereby difpofe the 
patient more to dyfury and fuppreflion. In con- 
fequence of the laft, fhe will have more frequent 
calls and urgent bearings downwards. 


In this ftate, the complaint will take a very 
different turn in different cafes, as the influence 
of various caules, fingly or in co-operation, may 
happen to direct. If the caufes of the complaint 
exift in a lefs degree, which is molt commonly 
the cafe, efpecially when accompanied with favour- 
able poftures and motions of the body; and if 
the patient takes pains to keep tne bladder tole- 
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rably empty, nature will recover herfelf, and go 
on in her ufual courfe. 


But, when the contrary happens, the uterus, 
| increafing daily, will at length be fo jammed in 
| the pelvis, as to bring the patient into a very 
painful and hazardous fituation. Being kept 
down by the diftended bladder which rifes over 
it, and urged frequently and powerfully down- 
wards by the efforts of the patient, it is preffed 
againft the parietes, and efpecia!ly the lower parts 
of the pelvis. Where thofe parietes are bony, 
it is reftrained to the cavity of the pelvis; but, 
where flefhy and yielding, it {wells outwards, and 
forms projections, which fix it almoft immoveably 
in that fituation. In this diftrefling ftate, the u- 
terus may be, 1. Fully retroverted ; or, 2. Half 
retroverted ; or, 3. So far in its natural ftate, 
that the orifice of the uterus fhall be downwards, 


1. One of the moft ulual caufes of the full re- 
troverfion, we may fuppofe, is the diftenfion of the 
bladder, which, as it rifes upwards into the ab- 
domen, where it has room to expand, naturally 
tends to dtag along with itfelf the cervix uteri, 
and the adjacent part of the vagina, to which it 


is fixed ; thus the full retroverfion will be pro- 
duced. | 
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2. But, when there is a coincidence of fuch 
causes as, in fome degree, obftruct the revolution 
of the uterus, it will be only partially or half re- 
troverted. This was actually the fact, in one of 
the cafes, communicated to the focicty by De 
Garthfhore. ‘There the fundus uteri was turned 
back {fo far only as to bring the orifice of the u- 
terus clofe to the infide of the lower part of the 
fymphyfis of the oila pubis, 

3- And, when the caufes above inentioned o- 
perate powerfully in keeping the uterus fteacy, 
it will be fo littie retroverted, that the orifice ot 
the uterus will be pufhing out of the bodv as in 
acoinmmon procedentia. ‘This was actually the 
cafe, we are told, in a woman whow the DoCtor 
attended not long ago, along with Mr Coinbe, 
The water was at firft very dificult to draw off; 
but the patient recovered, and did yery weil. 

With refpeG to the treatinent of this difeafe, 
experience, as far as can yet be judged, has only 
confirmed what was at firft propofead by 
Hunter, ina former volume of thcfe obufervations, 
By fome, indeed, it has been faid, that the retro- 
verted uterus would, of itfclf, recover its natural 
fituation, if, by the conftant and proper ufe cf 
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the catheter, the bladder were but kept moue- 
rately empty. In many, perhaps it might be fo ; 
it is our author’s opinion, however, that, when it 
can be done with eafe, (and, in inftances, 
it may), it would be better to put an end at once 
to pain and danger, by replacing the uterus. 
Practitioners know both how painful and how 
dangerous the fituation of a patient is, whole 
urine cannot pafs but through the catheter. Bcfides 
this, it is fometimes fo very dificult to infinuate 
the catheter, that even expert operators fail. And, 
in moft of thofe cafes, the patient is liable 
to be without help at the proper times, and to be 
thercby expofed to mifchief, perhaps, irrepare- 
able. If, in a fhort fpace of time, two women 
were known to have loft their lives by this dif- 
order in London hoipitals, where help is always 
at hand, muft we not prefume that every woman 
is in danger who has a rctroverted uterus? And, 
wiien we can eafiiy at once remove her pain, 
and put her into a ftate of fecurity, can it be ad- 
vifeable to be paffing the catheter for davs and 
weeks together. ti: the uterus recovers itfelf, e- 
ven if we could be fure that this would happen: 

Vu, 


4 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
4 
> 
4 


COMMENTARIES. 17 


Vil. 


The Cafe of a tiydropbobia, by Dr Fother.il, F. 
R.S. Vide London Medical Odjervaiions and 


Inquiries, vot. 5th, London. 


ra HE Ormikirk medicine, which has been fo 

long famous for the cure of perfons bit by 
mad dogs, has fo generaliy, in tins Country, at 
leaft, acquired fuch a character, that to many, 
the ftrongeft and convincing provis of its 
ineficacy mult be held forth, befare they will be 
prevented from pacing more dependence on 
it than there is now tuo much reafon to fufpedt 
it deferves. ‘Jhe following cafe, however, fcenss 
to put the falibiliy of the medicine beyood all 


manner of coudi. 

Doétor Fothergill not having icen the patient, 
in whom the cafe alluded to occurred, tii 
- days after the diforder had begun te weak: its ap- 
pearance, his account of the caie during his at. 
tendance, is preceded by a ftate of what had 
previoufly happened, white the patient was under 
the care of Mr French, his apoiiiccary. 

M 2 My 
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| Vir Charles Bellamy of Holborn, aged foriy 
years, on the 14th of February 1774, was bit by 


a cat, which was killed the fame morning. ‘the 
day after, viz. February 15th, he took the cele- 
| brated Ormfkirk medicine, fold by Hilland Berry, 
| in Hill-ftreet Berkely-fquare, and conformed to 
the ciredtions given by the vender, in every re- 


fpect. A fervant maid, who was bit in the leg 
by the fame cat, immediately before her matter 


was bitten, likewife took the fame remedy. 

About the middle of April he complained of 
a pain in iis right knee, which he fuppofed was 
affected with rheumatifm; he had felt the 
like pain, at times, during the laft two years, and 
had procured himfelf cafe by pumping cold wa- 
ter on the part. Onthe 7th of June, his com- 
piaint increafing, he defired Mr French to 
attempt fomething for his relief; and accer- 
dingly pilis were fent him, compofed of calomel, 
ipecacuanha, and pill. faponac. Of thefe he was 
to take dozes, of a proper ftrength, daily, toge- 
ther with Huxiiam’s tincture of bark, and buck- 
bean tea. 

Auer having taken thefe medicines about fix 
davs, he difcevered an unuiual titulation in the 
virethra, a contraction of the {crotum and penis, 

to 
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to a degree of pain, and an emiflion of femen, 
after making water, to which he had frequent 
calls. Alarmed at thefe fymptoms, which he at- 
tributed to his medicines; he was defired to dif- 
continue them, and to live as temperately, in e- 
very refpeét, as poflible. 

On ‘I hurfday the 16th of June, he fent for Mr 
French in the morning, when he compitained 
much of having had a reftlels night, and faid, 
that, though he had eat fome bread and butter, 
as ufual, for breakfaft, yet he found he could 
not fwallow tea without difficulty. He at- 
tempted it then, by throwing a little into his 
mouth with the utmoft agitation; Recolleéting 
the accident of the bite, and apprehending the 


molt ferious confequences, Mr French, without 
difcovering his apprehenfions to the patient, pro- 
pofed that a pliyfician might be fent for. Dodtor 
Fothergill was immediately called ; and, as the pa- 
tient’s danger then appeared evident, a co: fulta- 
tion was defired, ard the Dottor accordingly 
met with Doctor Watfon, the perioa pitched up- 
on, on the evening of the tae day. In the 
mean time, fix ounces of blood were ordered to 
be taken from the ari, a bolus of native cinna- 
har, and half a feruple of mufk, to be taken eve- 
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ry four hours, and as much fru:t and other nou- 
rifhinent prefcribed, as the patient could eafily 
eet down, he, by that time, having found a good 
decal of difficulty in fwallowing any thing liquid. 
In the evcning his countenance was pale, and 
he fcemed much agitated and diftrcfled, com- 
plained cf extreme thirit, aud of the inpoihoiiity 
of fwaiiowing any hquid, this tongue was whitc, 
but cid not appear dry. Lie was perpetually en- 
deavouring, with great efforts, to bring up and 
difcharge a viicid tenacious phiegm which lined 
the fauccs. ‘The heat of his body was moderate ; 
but his puife was quick, hard, and irregular ; and 
he had {trong palpitations of his heart. He was 
periectiv fenfivle ; and, when his endeavours to 
difcharge the vifcid phlegm would allow him to 
fpeax, gave very pertinent anfwers. He had 
made but little urine fince morning; the drag- 
ging, as he called it, of the fcrotum, {till conti- 
nued, and the uneafy fenfation and emiffion. The 
blood which was taken in the morning, had fome 
flignt appearance of inflammation ; the craffamen- 
tum was firm, with flight traces of fize, but the fe- 
rum remarkably yellow. There had been no eva- 
cuation by {tool fince morning; and, upon the 
whole, it was evident, that, in that time, the dif- 
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order had increafed. On fering 
the patient’s hazardous fituatou, the rollowing 
procefs was agreed upon: A clyfter was ordered, 
with a view to procure a ftool or two; and the pa- 
tient afterwards to ufe the warm vath, for fuch a 
time, and of fuch a degree of heat, as was mutt 
4 agreeable to himfelf. At his return from the 
, bath, frequent clyfters were given, of a pint of 
milk and water each ; and in the lait of thefe was 
to be exhibited a dram of Dover’s powcer. 
IIe was ordered to rub two crams of ftreng 
tnercuria! unction into his legs and thighs, as 
foon as lie came home from the bat!:, and he was 


defired to get down all the fuftenance he could. 


On the morning of the 17th, it was found, that 
the laxative clyfter had operated properly. ‘The 
warm bath relieved him greatly while he was in 
it; fo that, for a time, as he exprefied it, his fuf- 
ferings were fufpended. ‘They had returned, 
however, with more violence in the night; the 
clyfters liad been repeated feveral times, and the 
unction applied. He had pafied a moii reflicfs 
night, totally without fleep, and in much agita- 
tion, not being able to hie ftill a moment. His 
countenance befpoke much dilrefs, though ac- 
companied with endeavours to conceal it; fo :e- 
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times he was calm, then agitated, talked much. 
but fenfibly. He had now a copious flow of fa- 
liva; his tongue white and moift, but foul. His 
pulfe very quick, fmall, hard, and irregular; his 
hands rather cold than hot. He had made wa- 
ter in the nignt with lefs difficulty, and without 
its uiual confequences. ‘The dragging pain, or 
{patmmodic affection of the cremafter, was gone 
of, In general, his ftrength and faculties feem- 
cd lets imparred than might have been expeéted, 
where fo hittle fuftenance had been taken in, with 
conftant refileflne!s, and no fleep. 


3a obferving, therefore, that there was a more 
copious flow of faliva, the tongue more meift, the 
thirft lefs, the foafin of the cremaiter gone, yet 
that his difficulty in fwallowing was not Icfs, {till 
no fieep, but his head {till clear ; that his pulfecon- 


tinued hard and quick; that there were fome appear- 


ances of an inflammatory denfity the preceeding 


day; that he had found relieffrom the bath, it feem- 


ed proper to continue the toraier plan. It was now 
ordered that che patient fhould be blooded ftanding, 
according as his ftrength couid bear it: That he 
fhould remain in the warm bath, for as long a 
{pace as he found agreeable: ‘That a clyfter of 


millk and water fhould be thrown up at his re- 
turn 
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turn from the bath, with a dram of Dover’s 
powders, and half an‘ounce of mercurial unc- 
tion rubbed in as foon thereafter as convenient. 
One fcruple of extract. thebaic. was ordered to 
be made into twenty pills, three of thefe to be 
; - given when he came out of the bath, and two . 
y every hour till he feemed difpofed to fleep. At 
five next morning his phyticians vifited him again, 


when he received them with the utmoft tranf- 


port and joy; defcribing, in very {trong terms, 
the pleafure and benefit he received from the 
warm bath, and the hopes he now conceived of 
a fpeedy recovery. A vaft quantity of vifcid 
phlegm was continually flowing into his mouth, 
which he was as conf{tantly employed in difchar- 


ging ; for it feemed to have the fame effects on 

) the organs of degiutition, as if he atte.upted to 
{wallow any other iiquor, and gave him extreme 
uneafinefs. To get rid of this defluction, the mo- 
‘ment he felt it in the fauces, he exerted a fudden 
‘and vehement expiration, as tf it were with a de- 
-fign to blow away the moifture fo offenfive to 
him, with the utmoft force and expedition. 
This occafioned a found, which did not feem 
very remcte from the hollow barking of a dog. 
When he was not emploved in thefe efforts, he 
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was talking conftantly, but coherently. His eyes 
had a particular keennefs, and all his motions 
were quick and vehement; his pulfe was alfo 
quick, hard, fometimes trembling and irregu- 
lar. His hands were rather cold and clammy ; 
but the general heat of his body not intemperate. 
On inquiry, it was found, that all the nourifh- 
ment he had taken, confifted of a few bits of 
bread, moiftened with wine, a little pudding, and 
two or three pieces of China orange, which plea- 
fed him much, Hehad taken none of the pills. 


On his defiring to be fhaved, every freth ap- 
plication of the lather to his face, as likewife of 
the razor, made him fall back with turprife ; and, 
in fhort, every new movement about him gave 
him fome frefh alarm, fome degree of agitation and 
anxiety. Whilft the patient was in the bath, the 
perfon attending, without any particular inten- 
ticn, took up fome of the water in his hand, and 
poured it on the patient’s head and face; this 
confufed him much; and he afterwards defcri- 
bed the diitrefsit gave him very emphatically ; and 
added, with much apparent fatisfaction, that he 
had fo far conquered his averfion to it, that be 


had poured water on himfelf, with his ewn hand, 
in the fame manner. In fpeaking of this af- 
fair 
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fair he mentioned the” term Hydrophobia ; obfer- 
ving, that his complaints refembled it ; yet with- 
out giving any reafon to apprehend he had the leaft 
idea of his actually labouring under this diftemper. 
He had not flept a moment from the time he 
was fiezed with the dread of liquids. He re- 
peatedly exprefled the fatisfaction he received 
from the bath, and wifhed to go into it again. 
His phyficians confented, and defired that he 
might be carried thither again, and that he might 
{tay in it as long as he chofe. 


Every new operation now became an extreme 
difficulty to him; fuch as drefling and undrefling at 
the bath, and going into the water, which he now 
did with much entreaty, puting one foot in, and 
haftily withdrawing it. He was at length pre- 
vailed to go into it. A recollection of the eafe he 
hac enjoyed in it before, aided by a manly refo- 
lution that never forfook him, fubdued his fears, 
and he remained init near half an hour. He was 
brought home about nine o’clock. He refufed to 
take the pills, and every other prefcription. He 
gi -w fretful and reftlefs ; foon became delirious, 
but offered no violence. After remaining in tins 
condition about two hours, the powers of nature 
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funk; he reclined his head gently on the pillow, 
and expired, 


Endeavours wete ufed to obferve the condition 
of the part that was bit, when he was drefling af: 
ter bathing, as far as could be done withvut a 
larming him; but without effe&. After death, 
it was examined miruicly, but without percei- 
ving the leaft morbid appearance. In the courfe 
of attencance, it was found out, that the fore Oc- 
cafiored by the bite of the cat foon healed, and 
the patient never afterwards thought more of it. 
Perhaps fortunately for the girl who was bit at 


the fame time, her leg did not heal; it grew 


worfe, and baffled the fkill of a young furgeon to 


fhe applied. It is fince known, that her 


continued long fore, as ike wife that fhe was per- 
fe&tly well on the 29th of Auguit, being more 
than two months after the death of her matter. 

After this derail of the patient’s caic, Doctor 
Fotheng:!] concludes this paper with fev.:ral obfer- 
vations on the treatment of perfons bit by mad 
dogs ; and, in anaiter-part of the fame volume, is 
inferted another paper by Doctor Fothergill, con- 
taining a variety of remarks on the fame fubjeé. 
His obfervations are, that the practice of immerfion 
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in falt water, as a prefervative from the hydro- 
phobia, was begun on falfe principles, has been 
continued through cuftom, ard has now, from 
many inftances, been found infufficient: That 
the Ormfkirk medicine has likewife failed: That 
mercurials are alfo, as prefervatives, ineffeCtual : 
That ncither the pulvis antilyflus of our very e- 
minent countryman, nor the Tonquin medicine, 
are altogether to be relied on as certain prophy- 
lactics. It feems therefore neceflary, the Door 
obferves,to withdraw the publicconfidence as mucha 
as poflible from fuch uncertainties, and to urge the 
trial of one, which if ufed fpeedily and effectually, 


promifes much fecurity, and is ftrongly recom- 
mended by long and extenfive experience. ‘The 


practice here alluded to, and recommended by 
our author, is that of keeping the wounds occa- 


fioned by the bite of mad animals open as long 
as poflible. ‘lhe cafe above related of the girl 
efcaping who was bit by the fame animal, and at 
the faine time with another perfon who died, 
tends greatly to the fupport Of what is here acvi- 
fed ; the only material diffetence in the treat- 
ment of thefe two cafes, having becn thie fores in 
the girl’s legs having been kept open for a con- 
fiderable time, while thofe on her mafter’s healed 


vcry 


very foon. Divers other cafes, we are told, 
have been related to the Doétor, of perfons e- 
{caping the fatal confequences of this bite, by the 
| continued running of the fore; it ought therc- 
| fore, he obferves, to be the firft bufinefs of thofe 
who have the care of fuch perfons, to purfue the 
directions of Celfus, who advifes practitioners 
to burn the part, when it can be done with 
fafety, and to promote a difcharge from the 
wound as long and as copioufly as poffible. In 
timid fubjeéts, who will not admit of the ufe of 
either the actual cautery or knife, for enlarging 
fuch wounds, Doctor Fothergill propofes to fill 
the wounds made by the bite with gun-powder, 
which being fet on fire, the explofion thereby 
occafioncd, may not only be of fervice by en- 
larging and keeping open the fores, but 
may likewife be a means of actually deftroy- 


ing the infectious matter communicated by 
the different brtes. This, we are told, is a praétice 
in fome of the warmer countries of Europe, 


where venomous animals are more frequent than 
with us, and where the method here recommend- 


ed is more eafily and conveniently had recourfe to, 
than any other, by huntf{men, who are much ex- 


pofed to the bites of fuch creatures. In very tender 
fubjects, 
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fubjeéts, the Doctor obferves, the application of a 
blifter tothe part might probably be of ufe; and 
this might be kept open, for fuch a length of 
time as tie fecurity of the patient might feem 
to require. 


A remarkable Cafe of the faftne/s of the Bones, by 

Mr Henry Lhompfon, Surgeon to the London 
Hofpital. Vide Medical Obfervations and. In- 
gquiries, by a Society of Phyficians in London. 
Vol. 5th, 8vo, London. 


Naam inftances are now upon record, of 
'_¥ the bones, even in the living body, having 
acquired a great degree of foftnefs; and of thefe, 
the following is, perhaps, none of the leail re- 
markable. 


TVhe paticnt, who was the fubject of the cafe 
nere related by Mr Thompfon, was a fhoemaker 
in Wapping, aged thirty-three years, five feet fe- 
ven inches high. He enjoyed gocd health till the 
year 1766, when he was feized with violent pains in 

his 
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his knees and feet, and was tormented with a 


head-ach, which came on at irregular periods, 
For thefe pains, which were confidered as rheu- 
matic, a variety of remedies were had recourfe 
to without any effect. 


In November 1768, by a fall in his fhop, the 
patient fancied he had fprained his knee ;_ this in- 
jury confined him to bed about a week, and he 
was afterwards unable to walk without: the fup- 
port, both of a perfon’s arm and a crutch-fick. 
On the 21ft of December following, on endea- 
vouring to go up ftairs to bed, he ftruck the toe 
of his right foot upon the edge of a ftep, and in- 
ftantly cried out that his thigh was broke. The 
following day Mr Thompfon, on examination, 
found a fracture of the thigh-bone, near its up- 
per extremity. The reduction was effected with 
very little extenfion; but the pain, which before 
was confiderable, was not thereby fo much dimi- 
nifhed as might have been expedted. About the 
end of five weeks from the time the bone had 
been replaced, the apparatus made ufe of for its 
retention was ail taken off, with a view to ob- 
ferve how far the union had taken place. In the 
courfe of this examination, Mr ‘thompfon was 
furprifed to find the thigh-bone yield and fall in, 

about 
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about a hand-breadth above the knee, fimilar to 


what occurs in a fracture, excepting, that in this 
cafe, there was no fenfation of grating, as is ufual, 
when the broken bone is of a folid texture. No 


violence whatever had been ufed, the leg having 
been merely lifted by one hand put below the 
ham, while another embraced it a little above the 
ancle. Whe operator, however, was ftill more 
afionifhed, on turning to the afliftant who held ; 
the leg, when he obferved a fimilar feparation of 
the tibia and fibula had taken place, about a 
hand-breadth below the tuberofity in the os fe- 


moris. Both thefe feparations were unaccompa- 


nied with any remarkable figns of additional pain 


to the patient. 
Upon examining the patient, with a vicw to 
the difcovery of the caufe of fucha miferable fate 


as he was now in, he acknowledged his having 
Jaboured under the venereal difeafe for upwards 
of eight years ; that he had feorbutic blotches up- 
on him for fome years, and that he even then had 
a gleet. Mr Thompfon, from the appearance of 
the cruptions, being convinced of their being ve- 


—_nereal, put the patient immediately under a mer- 
curial courfe, ordering a dram of {trong unc- 
tion to be rubbed in every night. 
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On examining the fiflure occafioned in the leg, 
a regular tranfverfe cleft was perceived in the ti- 
bia, without any appearance, however, either of 
ecchymofis or tumefaction. And as, on tracing 
the furface of the tibia below the fiffure, a re- 
markable foftnefs and yielding of the bone was 
difcovered, fimilar to a fluid being contained in it, 
Mr Thompfon, in order to difcover the caufe of 
fo uncommon a feel, made two incifions paraticl 
to one another, and about five inches in length, 
through the fkin, along the {pine of the tibia, and 
then removed the intermediate portion of the te- 


‘guments, clear from the periofteum, which was 


very thin. Finding that the external part of the 
hone was very plant and yiciding, the fcaipel was 
pafled through it, and the denuded part all rc- 
moved with the ereatelt eafe, its texture being 
only about the folidity and thicknefs of the rind 
oi cheefe. ‘his being cone, a dufky red, or li- 
ver-coloured flefh, was found occupying the whole 
internal part of tie bone, devoid of fenfibility, 
and from which the ofleous covering had been 
removed without the leaft haemorrhage ; in fhort, 
it appeared an unorganized mags, fimilar to the 
Sefh-hke fubfance or coaguium which may be 
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formed upon a ftick or feather, by ftirring freth 
drawn blood in a bafon. | 


By the mercury being continued a proper tiine, 
the pains in his limbs were aileviated ; the wound 
in the Jeg healed kindly; the erruption on the 
fkin gradually difappeared ; and, upon tae whole, 
his health fee::ed much anended. The mollities 
offium, however, {till continucd to gain ground, 
the left tibia becoming foit in the fame manner 
the right had formerly done; toat ieg and thigh, 
of courfe, loft its ftraightne!s, and becaine deform- 
ed, as the other had done before. Jn proportion 
as this contraction and deformity took place, the 
patient gradually loft all fenfe of mufcuiar action ; 
but, when it Cecame neceflary to fmooth the theet 
under him, he was very fenfible of pain, upon 
liiting up and laying down the limbs. His ap- 
petite remained good the whole time of bis con- 
finement, within three week of bis death. As 
he was fometimes coftive, laxatives were nece® 
fary. His urine, for the firlt two years, generally 
depofited a wihitifh tedemert, which, upon cya- 
poration, becaine ike mortar; and he vo:ded 
three or four final} jagged Llones, fome time 
ter a complaint in his loins. He was at laft car- 
ried off by a lientery on the 18th of Fe>ruary 
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1776, utter a confinement to bed of above fix 


kiunter afliilcd at opening the hedy 


The ribs and fLernua were found to tig. just ail 


their folidity, being ecafily cut throu. with a 


| common tealpcl cartiages of the ve 

| Uhaiterca 5 he contents of tae thorax and abde- 
men appeared in a heathy “ete, and were no 
| ctherwife affected than by fituation, owimy to the 
duiormity of what criginally formed the bovy 

| ay fupports of tie thorax, the fpine, and peivis. 
The gal'-bladcer, however, was deftituce of bile, 
am greatly contracted, and contained a confiderable 
a number of very final! black jagged flones, refem- 
bling coal ‘Lhe tlaic of every bone in 
i body was afterwards locked into; and the refult 
mt was, that the knife could eafily be paff_d through 
i thofe of the cranium, icrnum, ribs, vertebrae, 
i) pelvis, and all the cylincrical bones which formed 
iW the extremiaes 5 and the phalanges of the fingers 
a were cven fo much altered, that they were ca- 
pable or being through longitudinaily. All 
if theie originally bony parts confifted of a mere 


hit | cortical or outfice offeous covering, of the thick- 
' nefs of rind of cheefe, and of an infide ficfh-co- 
floured mafs. carnlag:nous coverings of the 


epiphyles 
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cpiphyfes of the bones cf the extremities appear- 
ed to have loft much of their original thicknels. 


In many parts of the epiphyfes, it appeared as if 


this cartilaginous covering was ina maancr an- 

q nihilated, whilft, in other parts, it appeared pro- ' 

minent and full of buinps. The epiphyfzs were 


equally coinpreffisie and fpringy to the touch as - 
the diaphyfes of the fame bones; and, aithougn 
there was an apparent diminution of cariiiazinous 
covering, yet it by no means appzared to be ab- 
vaded, fince what remained preferved its peariv 
colour and {mooth polifh; and it is remarkable, 
that though the joints of the iower extremities 
in particular, had been deftitute of motion above 
fix years, the fynovia was perfectiy good, and in 
great quantity. It may farther be added, that 


the mutcular parts, in general, but more particu- 
larly of the lower extremities, were excecdingly 
pale, having loft the appearance of flefh; and, it 
would fcarcely have been poilible to have traced 
them by diflection, from their contortion and ad- 
hefion to each offier. 
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IX. 


An Account of an Aflhma from an uncommon Caufe, 
by Lr Ruth of Philadelphia. Vid. Medical 
Objervations and Inquiries, Vol. V.  8vo, 
London. 


yy N the month of July 1771, a gentleman, new- 
H ly recovered from a fever, was fuddenly {ci- 
ved with a hiccough after drinking a glafs of 
claret. ‘This troublefoine fymptom, after eight 
or ten days continuance, at laft gave way to foie 
anipalinocic medicines ; and no complaint now 
remained, farther than a flight hoarfenefs, toge- 
ther with fome little defluxion on the trachea. 
To remove thefe, as they were fuppofed to pro- 
ceed from a want of tone, gentle exercile, with a 
free dict, was prefcribed, but to no purpofe ; 
the hoarfenefs ftill continued, and at tlines was 
complicated with a littie difficulty in breathing. 
A blifter, applied round his neck, relicved him 
ercatly ; and, a day or two thcreatter, a gentle 
puke carried off the difiicu'ty of breathing en- 
tirely. ‘This interval, however, was but of fhort 
duration. The night but one aiter iaking the 

vomit, 
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A vomit, he waked fuduenly out of his fleep about 

eleven o’clock with a violent aithma, ‘Lo relieve 
this, he got a grain or two of tartar emetic, wth 
fo.ty drops of laudanum, which puked him twice, 
and afterwards eafed him fo much, that he flept 
tlle remaining part of the night toterably weil. 
The following night, at eleven o’clock, he had 
another attack fimilar to the former, and was a- 
gain relieved by the fame medicines. After this, 
he never enjoyed a complete inter:niflion of this 
diforder. ie had a conftant crthopnoea, and 
breathed fo loud as to be heard at a confiderabie 
diftance. His abdomen was drawn more inwards 
than is natural, at each infpiration; but the 
mufcles that move the fcapula were never ob- 
ferved in action. He frequently threw his head 
back to get breath, and then always made a deep 
infpiration. His lungs feemed free from any 
complaint : He felt no pain in his breaft ; and, 
when a little relieved froin the difiiculry of breath- 
ing, could lie with equal cafe on either fide. His bel- 
ly was natural ; his urme in final] quantity 3 cad 
his pulfe quick, thouga regular, til witiin four 

_ days or fo of his death, at watch time inter 
mitted after every fou'th or fifth ftroke. His 
eyes were duwii and watery; and he freque:-tly 
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complained of a dizzinefs, but never of the leaft 
pain in his head, or of any defe@t in vifion. He 
coughed much towards the clofe of the diforder, 
and difchargea a large quantity of vifcid puru- 
lent matter, without any relief however to his 


complaints. 


He frequently put his hand to his throat, and 
fometimes felt a pricking pain below the cricotd 
cartilage, on the left fice of the trachea; and as, 
on inquiring, he acknowledged his having at 
times felt a flight difiiculty in fwallowing, thefe 
fymptoms, we are told, determined Doctor Rufh 
as to the caufe and feat of the diforder : For, ha- 
ving lately perufed Mergacni de caufis et fedibus 
norborum, he found, in letter xv. articles 13th 
end 15th, two cafes which refembled this in fo 
many particulars, that he was under no hefitation 
in declaring the difeafe to arde from fome kind 
of tumour comprefiing the windpipe. Difcutient 
applications were ordered to the throat; and the 
cafe being now confidered as alarming, other two 
phyficians were called in, who both agreed as to 
what had been fufpected for the feat of the dif- 
eafe. ‘lhere was no {welling or appearance out- 
wardly, to direct either to the feat, depth, or na- 
ture cf the tumor wuich compreffed the windpipe; 
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but fume blood was ordered to be drawn by 
means of a cupping-glafs, as near as poffible to 
the part where he had felt the pricking pain. A 
blifter was applied round the throat, and another 
foon after below the left ear. He got fome do- 
fes of calomel. Eaths and cordials were freely 
adminiftered, together with difcutient gargles ; 
but all to no purpofe. The patient died on the 
thirteenth day from the attack of the afthma. 
On opening the thorax after death, the lungs 
were found inflated with air, but in no refpect 
cither difeafed, or adhering to the pleura; and 
there was no water in the cavity of the thorax, 
and not above an ounce and half in the pericar- 
dium. 

On diffecting the windpipe from the neigh- 
bouring parts, a tumour, about the fize of an Eng- 
lifh walnut, was obferved on the left fide, near an 
inch below the cricoid cartilage, feated partly on 
the trachea, and partly on the oefophagus. On 
cutting into this tumour, which was of a fubftance _ 
between flefh and cartilage, about a tea fpoonful 
of dark-coloured matter burft out, which hada 
mnoft foetid fmell. ‘The matter laid upon the tra- 
chea itfelf, and was lodged in a finus which ex- 
tended near two inches above the feat of the tu- 

tumour. 
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: tumour. It was evident that the tumour had been 

| the caufe of the patient’s death; but it was like- 
a) wife obvious, that no operation could have been 


7 


put in practice for his relief: For, to fay nothing 
of the uncertainty of the fituation of the fwelling, 
there would have been a rifk of wounding the 


tt | carotid artery, which lay contiguous to it. Even 
bronchotomy itfelf, if performed above the tu- 
il , mour, would have afforded no relief; and, if be- ; 
{ low it, would only have prolonged the patient’s 
| mifery. | 


Dr Ruth concludes this paper by obferving, 
that the fymptoms, which occurred in this pa- | 
tient’s diforder, fhould lead us to inquire into the 


- 


{tate of the trachea more frequently in a hoarfe- 
nefs, And although, in the prefent cafe, the 


i} ‘tumour lay beyond the reach of medicine and the 
| iW knife, ‘yet fuch fwellings may occur in praétice 
. i as will yield to one, or to both of them ; and, if 
Ht | they fhould not, the phyfician may at leaft fave 


} his credit, by pronouncing the diforder to be 
incurable. 
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Medical Obfervations. 
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I. 


The Hiftory of a cafe of the Morbus Nizer, with 
fome Remarks on the effects of Campbor. By 
Dr Henry Marcard, Phyfician at Hannover. 


A Woman of a very deformed crooked fhape, 
about 48 years of age, had complained, 
many years ago, of very fevere pains about her 
ftoinach, attacking by intervals, and commonly 
accompanied with belching, and a rejection of the 
food, or, it fhe had taken none, of an infipid 
lymph. ‘the diforder was allowed to be of the 
hy.teric kind, and treated as fuch, there being no 
apparent reafon to impute it to any other caufe. 
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On the 16th of February 1773, when I was 
called for, 1 was told that fhe was then attacked 
with thofe pains, to a degree never before expe- 
rienced ; that fhe had vomited up fome black 
{tuff like coagulated blood. I found no fever ; 
fhe had great naufea ; her tongue was not at all 

_furred ; fhe had moft excrutiating pains in the 
hypogaftric region, and was much affected with 0 
anxiety. 


I fhouid have given her a vomit ; but durft not 
venture upon it, from the apprehenfion that the 
rejection of the black matter might be a fort of 
vomitus cruentus, as it afterwards proved not to 
be ; and befides, as it would have been againft 
ay the common rule, Gibbofis nulla funt exhibenda 
lit vomiteria ; which, by the bye, is a principle, I 
think, far too generally pronounced ; and there 
HI is no doubt this very woman might have taken 
a vomit with great fafety, as fhe brought forth, 
notwithftanding her irregular fhape, and even the 
apparent deformity of her pelvis, fix healthy chil- 
dren, then ail alive. 


Thinking, however, fome evacuation proper, 
I ordered fomething to open the body, and the 
emplaftrum de hyofciame to be laid over her bel- 
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ly. The following day fhe was remarkably bet- 
ter, and continued fo all the 18th. 


ie On the roth, at once, arofe a fevere fever; the 
pains in the region of the ftomach became intole- 
rable; fhe was conftantly vomiting, without bring- 
ing up any thing particular, and had no ftools. 


I ordered ten ounces of blood to be taken away; 
frequent clyfters, compofed of emollient and falt, 
to be given; a bladder with warm water'to be laid 
upon her ftomach, and a mixture of lemon juice 
and fal abfiynthii to be taken feveral times du- 
ring the effervefcence. ‘Yowards night I found 
the heat abated; fhe vomited only by intervals of 
an hour, and the ciyllers brought away, now and 
then, fo:iewhat more of the coagulated blood, 
as the friends of the patient ftiled it, which they 
had omitted to keep for my examination. 


On the 21ft, in the afternoon, I was told that 
the patient was in a dying condition, the pains 
being augmented to fuch a degree, as to produce 
convulfions and a cold {weat. 


I cwn 1 was now quite at a lofs what to do, 
being entirely ignorant trom what caufe thefe 
heavy fymptoms could rife. And though ! fufpect- 
ed the black ftuff might be the origin, yet I 
knew fo little about its nature, that cven that 
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could give me no directions at all. I refolved at 
laft to prefcribe three grains of camphor every 
four hours, in an emulfion, with fome nitre, and a 
good deal of fyrup of white popies, and to order a 
Jarge blifter upon the part affected. On the 
fame night, about eight o’clock, I was called a- 
gain, and was told that the patient, not long af- 
ter having taken the emulfion, began to vomit in 
a woft fhocking manner ; and that the people a- 
bout her really believed fhe puked moft part 
of her guts away, fuch ftrange matters as they 
thought were to be obferved in what fhe threw 
up. Before my arrival, the vomiting had ceafed ; 
but alarge quantity, ut leaft fixteen ounces, of the 
black ftuff was colleéted for my examination. 
Upon inquiry, I found it to be a matter fome- 
what like poultice, but lefs adherent ; it was quite 
black, neither inclining to the red nor to the 
yellow, being neither blood nor gall. I puta lit- 
tle of it upon white paper ; and, after it was rub- 
_ bed upon the paper, it went clear off from the fheet 
without colouring it, or leaving any mark behind 
befides moifture. The patient faid, that it had no 
particular talte. I bave never feen any mattcr 
unore refembling this, than the contents of a tu- 
mor cyfticus, an atheroma, which found once in 
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the dead body of an old man, juft under the 
{pleen. 

‘The patient was mach relieved by this evacu- 
tion, though fhe became extremely weak ; fhe 
recovered very flowly, but did never vomit again. 
As often as fhe complained of naufea and pains, 
1 ordered her purgatives and clyfters, and heard 
that they frequently brought off fomewhat more 
of the black matter, with apparent rekef. She 
fell afterwards inio a flight fever, and fome other 
little complaints, of which it is unneceflary to 
give any particular account; but, after two 
months from the beginning of her illnefs, fhe 
was intirely recovered, and had never again an 


~ attack of her old complaint, the pains. 


I do not pretend to determine whether this 
ftuff came from the fpleen, by means of the va/a 
brevia, or whether, perhaps, a tumor cyfficus near 
the ftomach furnifhed the matter. This cafe may 


probably fall under that fpecies mordi nigri Hip- 
pocratis, whereof he fays ; Aeger vigium vomit re- 


luti foecem; but is not to be determined, as he 
gives no further defcription of that fpecies. 


I fhall forbear mentioning any authors who 
have feen fimilar cafes that proved, I find, com- 
monly fatal. One obdfervation, however, I cannot 
help adding, concerning the effe& of camphor 


in 
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in the prefent cafe. All the vires vitae feemed to 
have undergone a very hard ftruggle by the time 
that I refolved to try the effect of camphor, 
and, foon after it was taken, all was brought a- 
bout. 


Not long ago, } have feen an cfiect of camphor 
pretty much refembling this one. A woman was 
taken ill of a pleurily of the bihous kind. 
After about feven days, the pleuritic fyaiptoms 
difappeared, and the remaining difoider was, as 
far as I could guefs, merely bilious. Befides a- 
cids, I ordered frequent purgatives, and gave 
them as ftrong as 1 durit venture upon. ‘They 
had always the defired effect, caufing foie ftools 
every day ; but there was no change to the better ; 
fhe rather became weaker and weaker. I, how- 
ever, continued for forme days in the fame way. 
On the 15th day of her illnefs, I found the pa- 
tient very low; fhe could not well fit in her bed; 
her pulfe was hardly to be felt; though fhe was 
net light headed, fhe could neither think nor 
{peak without great difficulty. 


I thought it now neceflary to try another way, 
and gave her four grains of camphor, to be ta- 
ken in four pills, every third hour; and befides, 
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ordered fome wine. Upon my calling again at 
night, the hufband of the patient toid me that 
thefe few pills had proved very efficacious ; and, 
upon inquiry, I was not a little furprifed to find, 
that, after the firft dofe, the patient had fix {tools 
of green vifcous ftinking excrements ; and that, 
after the fecond dofe, there followed three more ; 
after which fhe found herfelfa little better. From 
that time fhe began to mend; fhe recovered af- 
terwards, but extremely flowly. 


As camphor has neither faculties to effe& vo- 
miting nor purging, it 1s fomewhat difficult to 
difcover what caufe the effets could be derived 
from, which it exerted in thefe two cafes. Nor 
fhall I prefume to determine whether it ated 
thus, by adding to the ftimulus of the morbid 
matter, or by adding to the irritability of the parts, 
or rather by fupporting the vires totius corporis : 
Be that as it may, this conciufion icems very ob- 
vious, that camphor might prove many times an 
excellent remedy when the patient g:ows weak, 
whillt nuture intends a falutary evacuation ; 
though certainly the effects can never be fo evi- 
dent when the evacuation is to come from other 
excretory organs than the primae viae ; when the 

Vou. lV. O morbid 
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merbid matter is to be eliminated by infenfible 
peripiration, by urine, fweat, or eruptions. 


If. 


Caje of tre Punciure of a Nerve in Phlebstomy, com- 
municated to Dr Andrew Duncan, Phyfician 
72 Edinburch, By Mr John Sherwen, Surgeon, 
Enfie d, Middlefex. 


FOwever cafy and trifling the operation of 

# bleeding appears, yet it is well known to 
be often fucceeded by the moft ferious and alarm- 
ing coufequences; and fome of thefe, in all pro- 
bability, as often happen under the hancs of the 
molt fkilful es of the moft ignorant and illiterate 
opcrator. Hitherto, when no particular bad hal 
bit could account for it, the inflamed and painful 
fymptoms which follow bleeding, have been pretty 
generally aferibed to the puncture of a tendon 
or fubcutaneous nerve; but, lately, Mr John 
Hunter, whofe {kill in his proicihcn ts juftly ce- 
lebratecd, has advanced a contrary dodtrine. He 
rejets the commonly received opinions, azid fup- 
nofes, that an inflammation attacks the cavity pf 
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the veiii in confequence of its having been expo- 
fed to the external air, which is well known to 
all experienced practitioners, to be injurious to 
other cavities when expofed to its influence ; and 
which, no doubt, as Mr Hunter obferves, may 
fometimes be the confequence of bleeding. But 


I ain very far from thinking, with him, that, moft 


commonly, the inflamed or painful fymptoms pro- 
ceed from this caufe, or that the nerves which 
are liable to be wounded in venefeétion, are fmall 
and unimportant: Smal! indeed they may be, but 
as to their being unimportant, that does not fo 
readily follow; for every perfon who has paid 
proper attention to the phaenomena which belong 
to the nervous fyftein muft know, that the finail« 
eft fibre of a nerve when injured, under certain 
circumftances, will communicate irritation from 
one branch to another, ir a moft extraordinary 
manner. 


I bcheve the painful fymptoms much oftener 
arife from the partial divifion of a nerve than from 
any other caufe; and 1 think ita circumftance 
of confequence in practice, to be convinced af this 
matter; which will appear from the following 
cal: which lately fell under my care, and wa.ch 
demonftrates that fometimes, at leaft, if not much 

2 | oftener 
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oftener than Mr Hunter fuppofcs, the puncture 
of a nerve in phiebotomy may be attended with 
the moft dangerous and alarming fymptoms. 


Sufan a maiddervant, in the family of 
W. Bridgen, Efq; a young worwan of a plethoric 
habit ot body, was blooded, to the amount of 
twelve ounces, on the 14th of laft April, for a 
little heavinefs in her head; fhe was, in other re- 
fpe&ts, in good health. The vein bled freely, 
w'thout any particular circumffance being noticed, 
except aiinarting of the orifice. 


April 15. This day the patient took a dofe of 
phyfic, for the fame caule for which fhe had been 
bleoded. ‘Tue orifice had bied again, to the a- 
meunt of fix or eight ounces, and continued to 
finart a goo deal; in confequence of which, a 
fal! piece of the emplaftruin commune was ap- 
plied to it. 

16. The orifice ftill continued to be uneafy, 
and a picdgit of foft cerate was made ufe of, in- 
ficad of the dyachilcn. 

17. ot:!! the farting and uneatinefs continued, 
and fhe now, | think, for the frit time, mention- 


ec her fechng tingling pain fhoocting from the 


orice to her hand. As there was difficulty in 


procuring 
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procuring a better application, I made ufe of a 
cataplafm of bread and butter; and defires my 
patient to give her arm as much reft as pofhibie. 


18. On this day the orifice was very fore and 
tender; the tingling from the orifice to the hand 
was more painful, and extended upwards, towards 
the fhoulder. I now ordered a fomentation and 
lintfeed cataplafm, and the arm to be kept very 
quiet. 

19. The pain and forenefs of the orifice was 
much increafed, and allo tue tingling pain irom 
the orifice to the hand and thoulder: She had 
alfo a circuinfcribed pain on the lower part of the 
right peétoral mufcle, with fome rednefs and in- 
flammation of the part, which was fore to the 
touch. The fomentation and cataplafin had both 
been neglected, and only the poultice of bread and 
butter made ufe of; and the girl was fiill under 
a neceflitv of doing the work of the houfe. 


20. The fomentation and cataplafm had ftill 
been neglected, the patient having been informed 
that it wou!'d occafion a humour in her arm. 
This day, however, fhe fubmitted to be foment- 
ed, and a poultice of lintfeed was urdered to be ap- 
plied twice a day; fhe was enjoined a ftri& anti- 
phlogiftic regimen, and the arm was put into a 

| O 3 fling ; 
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fling; but fhe was often obliged to take it out of 
the fling, as fhe was ftill under the neceflity of do- 
ing the work of the houfe, which fhe performed 
with exquifite pain. Lhe arm was much worfe 
on the evening of this day than it was before ; 
and there was now an appearance of eryfipelas 
or efflorefcence on different parts of it above 
the orifice. The pain now extended not only to 
the hand and fhoulder, but up the neck, and was 
violent in the inflamed place on the pectoral 
mufcle. ‘The patient felt a numlnefs all over her 
arm. ‘Lhe orifice, though exquifitely tender, did 
not appear t:: be elevated or much inflamed. 

Befides the applications already mentioned, the 
hand, arm, and fhoulder, and the pectoral mufcle 
were anointed with this liniment, 

Camph. 31. 
Spt. q. 
Ungt. ex. alth. 3ifs. 
Ol. e mucilagin. 3fs. 
Balfam. anodyn. 3fs. m. f. lin. 

21. The fymptoms to day were much the fame, 
or a littl, increafed, and were attended with foine 
involuntary convulfive catchings inthe arm. 
Jame applications, and the fame regimen were 
continued, 
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22. The appearances much the fame. 


23. The fymptoms were this day much in- 
creafed; fhe had now a pain and {tiffnefs in her 
temples, and uneafinefs when fhe opene: her mouth 


wide, her jaws, to ufe her own expreffion, fecling as 
if tied with ftrings; when fhe breathed deep, the | 
pain on the pectoral mulcle was acute. ‘The to- | 
mentation and poultice were ftil! continued, al- | 
though they fecmed to give little or no relief. 
A trifling difcharge from the orifice had Jatt right 
given fome little cafe, but it was not permancot ; 


and, upon examining the orifice with a probe, 
there was no appearance of “matter or any hor 
that could be difcharged. The patient faid fhe 
felt as though ftrings were pulling and drawing 
her in different parts of her arm, anc trom the 


arm to the inflamed part on the p. Ctorat mulcle, 


As the fymptoms had now plainly indiccted a 
nerve to be mijured, the molt means or gle 
ving relicf was undoubtedly by e'varging the o- 
rifice ; but this, for many reafons, cowd mt be 
practiiid. I was therefore wubng to try bow far 
the fedative wetue of op.um would be cfiicaci- 
ous, in allaying the peiniul and troubiciome 
fymptoms. IJ cave twenty drops oj th.ciura the- 


O 4 Dalca, 


4% 
t . 
ex 
x 
i 
rt 
“2a 
% 
2 
< 
i. - 


baica, and ordered half that quantity to be re- 


peated every two hours, till it procured eafe, or 
induced an inclination to flcep. 


24. The tinctura thebaica had yefterday evi- 
dently exafperated all the fymptou.s, nor had it 
procured even a temporary mitigation of the pain, 
though it was taken in larger and more {frequent 
dofes than I had recommended; it occafioned 
fome degree of ftupor, but gave no eafe ; the in- 
ternal ule of it was therefore declined; but a 
large doflil of lint was made’wet with tinétura 
thebaica and applic d to the orifice, and it was re- 
peated two or three tines when it becawe dry. 
The whole arn: was bathed with oil and tin¢ctura 
thebaica, previous to the application of the lint- 
feed cataplafin. | 


25. the pain was this day much increafed, 
and fhe had frequent ccnvuilive catchings in her 
arm. ‘Lhe orifice was, if peflibie, more tender 
than it had yet been; but there was no great ten- 
fion about it, nor was there the fmaileft appear- 
ance of fuppuration; but there was a good deal 
of rigidity both alLove and below the orifice. 
The -cinentation was ftill continued twice a day, 
fom iimes for chree hours at once. The lintfeed 
catapiaini Was Now appiicd over the whole arm, 
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from the hand to the fhoulder, and the limb was 
kept conftantly at reft. 


26. Notwithftanding the great care and dili- 
gence with which the fonientation and cataplafm 
had been applied, the fymptoms kept fiill in- 
creafing. Bark was now recommended by a 
gentleman of long and extenfive practice, from a 
fuppofition that it might be productive of fuppu- 
ration in fome part of the arm. One fcruple of 
the powder was given every two hours. 


27. The fymptoms were this day much the 
fame as yefterday; but, if there was any change, 
it was for the worfe. ‘he fomentation and poul- 
tice werc {till continued. In private practice it 
is often difficult to act agrecably to one’s own 
judgment, as it is often neceflary to pay atten- 
tion to the prejudices of people who are unac- 
quainted with the nature of the attending circum- 
{ftances. ‘Lhe prefent cafe afforded an inftance 
of this; for, as it was prefumable that the injury 
proceeded from the wound made by the lancet, 
it was not an eafy matter to convey an idea, that 
the enlargement of a wound which had already 
done fo much mifchief, could be proper. The 
enlargement, however, was agreed to, from the 
hopes of its procuring a difcharge of matter. I 
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lengthened the orifice each way, and made a cru- 
cial incifion upon it. Some flight rehef was ob- 
tained for a few minutes, whilft the blood trick- 
leu from the wound into the warm fomentation. 
‘The bark was this day continued more freely 
than yelterday. 


28. This morning I found every fymptom very 
much exafperated ; the bark was theretore laid — 
afide, and two large leeches were applied to the 
edge of the orifice. ‘Thefe drew away ::uch biood, 
and feemed to give fome trifling relief, which was, 
however, foon followed by increafed pain, and 
drawing of ftrings, to ufe the paticent’s own 
words. Her appetite for food had now been 
gone for fome days; her tongue was loaded’, and 
her pulfe feverifh : She was now ordered to take 
one fcruple of nitre every two hours, in a cup of 
barley water, with manna diflolved in it. 


After ufing the warm fomentation this morn- 
ing, the eryfipelatous appearance on the arm in- 
creafed rapidly, and there was much tenfion, 
though not the fma'left mark of fuppuration. A 
perfon who had feen a cataplafm of oat-nieal, 
vinegar, and oil, applied with extraordinary bene- 
fit to an inflamed arm, which put on a fimilcr ap- 
pearance to this, though from a different caule, 
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viz. a puncture of a bramble, recommended the 
fame application, which was according'y ufed ; 
but in the evening the eryfipelas was greatly ex- 
afperated by it, and all the other fyinptoms were 
increafed. ‘This evening I took feven or eight 
ounces of blcod from the back of the fame hand, 
which unloaded the veffels, and gave more relic 
than any thing that had yet been tried; this 
relief however was tranfient. ‘The patient now 
declaring that the fomentation and poultice had 
conftantly done harm, they were left off, and the 
arm was wrapped up with flips of cloth fpread 
with the unguent. flor. fambuc. except the orifice, 
to which a fimall lintfeed catap!afm was ft:li ap- 
plied. 


/ 2y. ‘This day the eryfipelatous appearance was 
a little abated ; but the catchings, and other fyim- 
ptoms which threatened convuilion, were increa- 
fed. 1 opened avein again in the back of the 
hand ; but was not able to procure a plentiful aif- 
charge of blood. ‘Two or three large leeches 
were again applied near the orifice, with fome 
trifing advantage. The ilips of cloth, fpread wita 
ointment of elder, were continued, alfo the final! 
cataplafm to the orifice. In the evening the ery- 
finelas wes much aiminihed ; Cut the violent 


parm, 
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pain, catchings and convulfive jerks of the arm, 
were increafed. I could this day obferve, that 
though the eryfipelas was abated in every other 
part of the arm, yet it remained round the orifice 
of the exact form and dimenfions of the {mall ca- 
taplafm which had been applied to that part ; 
therefore the orifice was dreffed with ointment of 
elder, and the poultice was no longer applied. 


30. I had yefterday bathed the arm with ol.e 
mucilaginibus previous to applying the ointment 
of elder, and the patient thought it did fome 
good; it was therefore now ufed freely twice a 
day. The eryfipelas was this day {till more di- 
minifhed ; but the convulfive jerking of the arm, 
and the ftiffnefs of the temporal mufcles, which 
threatened a locked jaw, were increafed ; and in. 
deed thefe fymptoms feemed to be almoft entire- 
ly independent of the inflammation on the furface 
of the arm, which I had reafon to think was ina 
great meafure occafioned by the cataplafin, and 
frequent tedious repetition of the fomentation. 


May 1. Yefterday, at noon, the patient dozed 
a little, and was delirious ; but was tree from de- : 
lirium in the evening, though all hcr other fym- j 
ptoms feemed to be more alarming. ‘This morn- 
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ing every bad fypmtom was exafperated, not- 
withftanding that the arm externally appeared 
to be lefs inflamed. As there was very great 
reafon ftill to fuppofe that a nerve was par- 
tially divided, and in a {tate of diftrefs, and that 
the enlargement which I had made of the orifice 
on the 27th of April, had been done with too fpa- 
ring ahand, I determined to increafe it ; but this 
was to be done with great caution, becaufe the 
pulfation of the artery could be felt very near the 
correfponding vein inthe otherarm. The patient 
had great refolution, and feemed to have formed 
fome idea in her own mind, that fhe fhould get re- 
lieved from the tugging, as fhe called it, from the 
part being cut. As it was probable that the nerve 


immediately in the punctured part muft now be 
-much difeafed, 1 thought it better to make the 


incifion above it, in fuch a manner as to be moft 
likely to cut acrofs any nervous fibre that could 
run towards the orifice. The arm being proper- 
ly fecured, 1 began an incifion about half an inch 
above the original wound, and a little to one fide, 
which I brought down in an oblique direétion, 
acrofs the fuperior part of the orifice, and a little 
to the other fide of it. ‘This incifion was gradual- 
ly made deeper, by four or five careful ftrokes, till 

I 


Twas convinced Lhad gone further than the po'nt 
of the lancet could have penetrated in the original 
bleeding. ‘There was only a finall difcharge of 
blood from the wound, and not the fmalleft appear- 
ance of matter. I could immediately obferve the 
patient bend her arm with more eafe than the 
had done before. The wound was drefled with 
cooling cerate. 

May 2. This morning I found my patient in 
good fpirits, finging moft chearfully, with joy and 
fatisfaction painted on her countenance. She 
faid fhe felt herfelf eafier in lefg than ten minutes 
after the part was cut yefterday, and fhe had 
enjoyed feveral hours of refrefhing fleep, which 
was the firft fhe had experienced for ma»y nights. 
She could now move her arm, without much pain, 
in every direction; fhe ftill, however, compiain- 
ed of fome numbnefs in her arm; but from this 
time the orifice and the incifion both healed as 
common wounds. 


From the termination of this cafe, I think I 
may venture to fay, that the iniury proceeded 
from the’puncture of a nerve, which I believe of- 
ten happens in bleeding, though it may feldom be 
attended with confequences fo truly alarming as 
thofe above. What but the pundture of a nerve 
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can account for that frequent pain and uneafinefs 
which often affeéts the mufcles of the arm feveral 
weeks after the orifice has been healed, and when 
all inflammation muft have long fubfided ? 


A lady, who was blooded about feven weeks 
ago by a perfon of reputation in London, com- 


plains of much pain in the fupinator radu longus, © 


though the orifice is perfeétly healed, and the ci- 
catrix fcarcely perceptible. The pain frequently 
extends tothe fhoulder ; and, what is remarkable, 
fhe feels the pain fhoot down to her hand, when 
the flefhy part of the fupinat,r radii is rubbed with 
the palm of the hand. 


Ihave, at this time, a young woman under 
my care, who was blooded by a furgeon of repu- 


tation upwards of two years ago, anc fhe has ne- 


ver been free frou uceafineis in her arm fince: 
Soinetimes fhe fecis ino't exquitite pain in per- 
forming the motions of pronation and {upination, 
‘this patient fays fhe telt fuch exquifite pain waen 
loode:}, that fhe could not refrain trom feream- 
ing alou:!. She was confined upwards of fix 
weeks after the accident, and great part of that 
tine to her bed. In this cafe an abfcets form- 
ed near the orifice 3 hut, as her arm has never 
been free from pain fince fhe was blcoded, I 
think 


| 

k 
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think the abfcefs was the confequence of inflam- 
mation from the puncture of a nerve. If a wound 
of the tendon of the biceps mufcle could account 
for the pain fhe feels, one might fuppofe it to a- 
rife from that accident ; becaufe the tendon lies 
immediately under the cicatrix, without any cel- 
lular membrane to defend it. 


Another cafe fell under my care, about twelve 
months ago, which feems to be a confirmation of 
Mr Hunter’s opinion, that the .:.ifchitef may pro- 
ceed from inflainmation attacking the internal 
furface of the vein. 


A worthy gentlewoman, far advanced in life, 
of a fcorbutic bad habit of body, was blooded 
inthe arm inthe median vein 3 but tor what caufe 
[do not krow. A few daysatter being blooded, 
fhe came fron London to this neighbourhood. 
As fhe complained of much pain and inflamma- 
tion in the orifice, 1 was called to her relief. The 
pain graduaily increafed, and at laft terminated 
in an abfcefs a tew inches below the orifice, be- 
tween the flexor carpi radialis and the fupinator 
radii mufcles. There was another formation of 
matter in the orifice which kept open a long time, 
and at lait the mifchief terminated in an abfcefs 
above the clavicle, which at that time I afcribed 
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to the abforption of purulent matter from the 
parts below, but which might probably be owing 
to inflammation communicated through the vein. 
This laft abfcefs was attended with great pain, 
and was cured at lait, after a long and tedious 
difcharge. In this cafe, though there was violent 
pain and inflammation, yet it was not attended 
with thofe peculiar fymptoms which lead one to 
afcribe the injury to the puncture of a nerve. 


From the whole, I would conclude, that, though 
much merit is due to Mr Hunter for his ingeni- 
ous obfervations on this fubje@, yet his idea is 
not to be generally admitted. I think the pa- 
tient, whofe cafe I have fo particularly related, 
would, in all human probability, have foon been 
feized with a locked jaw, had the incifion which 
cured her been neglected ; and, from an idea 
that the fymptoms were occafioned by inflam- 
mation of the internal furiace of the vein, fuch 
an incifion could not have been indicated. From 
this circumftance, it is not a matter of mere cu- 
riofity to be able to diftinguifh: whether the inju- 
ry procceds from one caufe or the other, but a 
circumftance effentially interefting to the practical 
furgeon ; as, in one cafe, the moft alarming 
fymptoms may be fpeedily removed by a fmall 
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incifion, which, in the other, could be produttive 
of no manner of advantage. 


It is remarkable, in the cafe I have defcribed, 
that little or no advantage was experienced from 
the ufe of emollient applications; nay, fome of 
them, particularly the fomentation and cataplafm, 
were rather prejudicial ; and yet I believe fuch- 
like applications would be ufed in a fimilar acci- 
dent by almoft every furgeen. Heifter and Wile- 
man both recommend a very different treatment. 
The former, fpeaking of the fame accident, which 
happened to Charles IX. King of France, when 
he was biooded by Parry, fays: ¢ Primo loco o- 
leum terebinthinae cum fpiritu vini rectificato, 
‘ calidum immiffum vulnere fuit ;? and prefently 
after he adds, * Caeterum haud aliena quoque 
¢ haec videtur curandi ratio, fi nimirum pro tere- 
¢ binthinae oleo vinique fpiritu, balfamum Peru: 
¢ vianum, vel et aqua regina Hungaria aliquoties 
¢ per dies fingulos calida inftillantur atque fimul 
¢ fuperimponuntur, dum {cilicet dolores imminu- 
‘antur.. Wiieman recommends an application 
to be dropped fcalding-hot upon the orifice. | 


I believe few furgeo :s would now ufe fuch re- 
medics ; and yet, it 1 was again called toa fimilar 


accident 
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accident to the one I haye related, my firft appl- 
cation fhouid certainly be the oil of turpentine 
made warm, from having had fo recent an op- 
portunity of obferving the uniform infignificancy 
of thofe applications which are commonly called 
cooling and emoitient. 1 think the o:] of turpen- 
tine bids fair to do good, from its great ufe when 
applied to a puncture from a pin or needle: It is 
pretty generally applied in fucn cafes by country- 
people, and they find it to be efficacious in pre- 
venting the part from what they call feftering. 


The volatile alkali, dropped on the feiatic 


nerve of a frog, renders the leg and thigh of that 
animal paralytic. Query, Whether fuch an ap- 
plication, which feems to poffefs a power of de- 
ftroying the nervous influence, might not be e- 


quivalent to dividing the punctured branch of 2 
nerve? 
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An Account of the Extirpation of a polypous Ex- 
crefcence from the Os Uteri. By Mr Fielding 
Fynney, Surgeon at Leck in Staffordfbire. 


BOUT the middie of April 1774, I was 
A called to J.nny Locker of this town, aged 
21 years, low in ftature, but of a fanguineous ha- 
bit-ot bouy; who, upon examination, I found 
was afflicted with a prolapfus uteri, together with 
a polypous excrefcence growing jufl within, and 
hanging penduious from the os uteri. It was ru- 
gous, highly red, and in fome places of a dark 
purple colour ; it frequently bled upon the moft 


gentle touch ; and, upon the whole, it had the 
moft unfavourable afpect of any polypus I ever 
faw. 


She, amongft the anfwers to the interroga- 
tories which [then put to her, informed me, that, 
when fhe was about ten years of age, one of her 
companions, with whom fhe was playing, pufhed 
her down upon a ftool with three feet, which was 
turned topfy-turvy, and one of the feet, which 
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were {mall ones, paffed into the vagina, and oc- 
cafioned much pain, with a large effufion of blood; 
but in a few days fhe was apparently well, and 
continued fo until the beginning of the year 1773, 
when the complained to her mother of fomething 
protruding from the labia pudendi, but would 
let nobody examine the part, until the latter end 
of the fame year, or the beginning of the year 
1774, fhe fhewed herfelf to a midwife, and fince 
then, to feveral gentlemen of eminence amongft 
the faculty in this, and the adjacent towns. 


I recapitulated the method I intended to pur- 
fue to her and her friends ; and, after adminifter- 
ing a few dofes of purging phyfic, I pafled a 
ligature, upon the sth day of May, as near the 
bafis of the tumour as I poflibly could ; but it not 
anfwering according to my expectation, I extir- 
pated it with the knife, above the ligature, on the 
7th, rather taking part of the os uteri, than lea- 
ving any of the polypus; which weighed nine 
drams troy weight. <A mott obftinate hae- 
morrhage enfued, to ftanch which, I applied a 
doffil of lint weil charged with powdered blue vi- 
triol, and retained upon ‘he part, with genile 
compreflion, by the hand of her nurfe, until it 
cealed ; after which I applied an emolient poul- 


tice, 
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tice. I daily touched the part with lunar cauftic, 
to deftroy any remains of the polypus that might 
have efcaped ic, and drefied with mild digeftives, 
over which, for a few days, I continued the poul- 
tice. he part was quite healed, and radically 
cured on the 21ft day of May, when I replaced 


the uterus i its natural fituation, and applied a 
proper peflary to keep it fo. 


REFLECTIONS. 


prefume that the faculty in geweral will join 
me in opinion, that this polypus originated from 
the injury done to the mouth of the womb by the 
ftocl-icot, as thofe of the nofe are frequently oc- 
cafioned by fome violence done to the glands, 
arid minute circulating veliels of the pituitary 
membrane, as picking, or blowing forcibly dowa 
the nofe, taking foul, &c. 


I fhal! never hetitate to repeat the method of 
extirpation by excifion, when the cafe is either 
circumftanced as above, or when the palypus is 
featecd low in the vagina: But, when tlicre is no 
prolapfus and tnetumour high up, then the 
method of extirpation by ligature, ufhited by the 
inftrument, reprefented in the memores de Paca- 
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demie royale de chirurgie, tom. trois, pl. 13. fig. 3. 
p- 598. is undeniably preferable to all others. 

I durit not make ufe of the needle and ligature 
to {top the haemorrhage, on account of the irrita- 


bility of the part. The tenaculum would not an- 
fwer my purpofe in this cafe, as the veffel lay too 


high within the mouth of the womb. And the » 


{ponge I did not choofe to apply, as the granula- 
tions of flefh always fhoot up into its pores, and 
are productive of pain at the time of feparation, 
efpecially in irritable habits, or in parts fo nervous 
as this is. 

‘There are various forms of peflaries, and made 
of as many forts of materials; but that which I 
would recommend, fhould have no fcrews about 
it, as they foon fwell and burift by being kept 
humid ; therefore it fhould be turned out of one 
folid piece of ivory, the head to be made rather 
concave on the upper fide, with three or four 
holes in it, to let pafs the fluids fecreted by the 
part to which it is adapted; and convex on the 
lower fide, with a ftem or pillar of proportioa- 


able length, coming from its middle; an‘, at the 


bottom of the ffem, fhould be a hole or two to 
pafs a fillet through to faften it to its proper 
bandage. 
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Medical News. 


N Sunday the 12th of January 1777, died 

at Edinburgh, Mr John Innes, diffector to 
Dr Monro, Profeffor of Medicine in the Univer- 
fity of that city. 


Mr Innes was born at Callart, a finall town in 
the Highlands of Scotland, within a few miles of 
Fort William. From this fituation, it mey be prefu- 
med, that the earuier part of his education was but 
il calculated for literary purfuits, or for his improves 
mentin the liberal arrs. But the want of proper 
opportunities at his firft outiet in life, were amply 
compenfated by the united efforts of induftry and 
genius. And fuch was the proficiency he had 
foon made in anatomical knowledge; fuch was 

the 
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the addrefs he had acquired in difplaying the 
ftru€ture of the moft minute parts of the human 
frame, that, when he had not ever reached the 
18th year of his age, Dr Monro had no hefita- 
tion in appointing him diffector for the anatomi- 
cal clafs. ‘This important and troublefoine office, 
he filled with high and deferved reputation, for 
the fpace of near twenty years. During all that 
period, his labours gave equal fatisfaction both 
to the Profeffor and to the tludents; and the 
prefumption is, that, in the way of his profeflion, 
he had very tew, if any, fuperiors. ° 


But, however confiderable his abilities in this 
refpe& might be, it would be the higheft injuftice 
to his talents, to reprefent them as confined mere- 
ly to the mechanical part of anatomy. When he 
had occafion to fpeak of the ftructure of any 
organ, he pofleffed a facility in defcription, which 
could not fail to convey the cleareft idea. This 
the ftudents foon perceived, and were willing to 
avail themfelves of the advantages which it might 
afford. At their follicitation, therefore, after 
he had enjoyed his office about ten years, he 
opened an evening courfe of le€tures for anato- 
mical demonftrations. judgment and per- 
{picuity which he difplayed in thefe demonttra- 


tions, 
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tions, afforded no lefs pleafure than inftruction to 
every hearer. The number of gentlemen who be- 
came his pupils every year, afforded the moft un- 
equivocal proof of the advantages which were to 
be derived from his prelections. At his lait 
courfe, he had the honour of being attended by 
near two hundred ftudents. Andthere is fome 
probability, that, had he been lefs zealous in dif. 
charging the duties of his office, he might longer 
have enjoyed the emoluments of it. For fome 
time he had been threatened with an affe€tion of 
his lungs ; but, while he was following fuch mea- 
fures as were directed for his recovery, he did 


not relinquifh the duties of his office, till he was 
confined toa fick-bed chamber. ‘There the ap- 


8 


proaches of death were no lefs evident to himfelf 
than to others. And he prepared to meet the 
event with a frame of mind which gave equal e- 
vidence of the honeft man, the affectionate fon, the 
faithful hufband, and the dutiful parent. He fettled 
with all his creditors on his death-bed. He puta 
wife and children in circumftances above indi- 
gence. And, with filial affection, he provided a- 
gainft the future wants of aged and heiplefs pa- 
rents. His death will be regreted, and his me.. 
mory will be efteemed bv all who had the plea- 
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fure of his acquaintance. For his temper was 
focial and obliging, his heart was open and gene- 
rous, his friendfhip was fteady, and his integrity 
was unimpeached. 


While, from thefe qualities, he yet continues 
to live in the affections of his friends, thofe who, 


with care and induftry, apply to the ftudy of ana- 
tomy, will ftand indebted to him for obligations 


of a different nature. The monuments which he 
has given to the world of his anatomical know- 


ledge, will afford ample teftimony of his abilities 
to future ages. 


About the beginning of the year 1776, he 
publifhed a fhort Defcription ef the Human 
Mutcles, chiefiy as they appear in diflection ; to- 
gether with their feverai ufes, andthe fynonyma 
of the beft authors. A Treatife, which will re- 
commend itfelf to the perufal of every itudent, by 
the concife and fimple, yet piain and accurate de- 
{criptions, which it contains. ‘Towar:'s the clofe 
of the fame year, he publifhed eight anatomical 
tables of the human bedy, containing the princi- 
pal parts of the fkeletons and muicles reprefented 
in the large tables of Albinus; to which are add- 
ed, concife explanations. tf, in this work, thofe 
who have a tafte for ciegant engraving, fhall 


think 


all 
¢ 
+ 


‘ 


think that there is any ground for finding fault 
with the execution of the artift, yet every intelli- 
gent anatomilt will ailow, that the fidelity of the 
explanation muft render it of no inconfiderable 
utility to the young itudent. 


Had Mr Innes lived to a more advanced age, 
there is no reafon to doubt, that the improvement 
of his art would ftill have continued to be 
the object of his ambition. While his untimely 
death will be moft feverely feit by his friends 
and fatuily, it may alfo be conSvered asa lofs to 
the medica! world, and wil tong be regreted by 
the ftudents of anatuiny at Ldaiaburgh. 


Extracis of a letter from Dr George Brown, 
Apothecary to his ‘aicfty’s hofpitals in America, 
to Dr john Hope, Proicfior of Botany in the U- 
niverfity of Edinburgh, dated September 14. 
1776. 


Laft fummer dvtentery was very frequent, 
and a good many died. Beiides the common 
medicines, the rad. coluinb. and cort. eleuther. 
were given in a number of cales ; but I could not 
perceive, fro: their elects, that they deferve the 
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charaéter which has been given of them. The . 
vitr. antimon. cerat. was likewife employed, and 
frequently witi fuccefs. However, I think may 
venture to affert, from experience, that the tartar 
emetic produces all the good effects of the other 
preparations, with the advantage of being much 
more certain and fteady in its operations. 


‘In the fall, the fcurvy began to make its ap- 
pearance among the regiments that had been 
longeft in America, and, as the cold weather ad- 
vanced, it attacked the reft of the troops. A va- 
riety of medicines were ufed, moft of which mi- 
tigated fome of the fymptoms ; but no cure was 
effected till a quantity of four kraut arrived from 
England, which was given to the fcorbutics ad li- 
bitum, to eat as a fallad with vinegar. At other 
times it was boiled with their meat; and it was 
really furprifing to fee the effects which it had, e- 


ven in a fhort time. They devoured it greedily, 
and recovered apace. 


‘ A great quantity of this ufeful article arriving, 
it was iflued to the army twice a week, with their 
falt provifions. And it was as effeétual in pre- 
venting, as it had been in curing that difeafe ; 
which perhaps is, of all cthers, the moft to be 


dreaded, 
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‘dreaded, in a garrifon living on falt provifions, in 
a cold climate, and fubjected to hard duty. 


¢ During the time that they ufed the four kraut, 
by the advice of fome officers of rank who had 
ferved laft war in Canada, they were ordered to 
drink a pint of the infufion of hemlock fpruce, 
as it is called, every morning ; but this was fo 
naufeous that few of them took it regularly. 
However, that omiffion was fupplied, by allowing 
them plenty of fpruce beer, in my opinion the 
beft medicine of the two. foe 


¢ One man had been ill of the fcurvy for three 
months, and had feveral haemorrhagies from the 
guins, the fauces, and nofe. By the above treat- 
ment, he got the better of the fcurvy, but he was 
afterwards feized with an anafarca and afcites. 
For this he was topped, and three gallons of wa- 
ter drawn off ; and, by the ufe of the Peruvian 
bark, and other tonics, he was perfe@tly recover- 
ed, and difcharged to his duty. 


¢,The flowers of zinc have been found an ufeful 
application to fordid ulcers from gunfhot-wounds, 
and other caufes, when ftrewed upon the 
part by means of a barber’s puff. Among the 
wounds at Bofton, we had a few inftances of te- 
tanus, 
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tanus, both when amputation was performed, and 
when it was not neceflary. All the inftances 
of this affection which I faw, were fatal, although 
we tried opium, mufk, and aether, in large quan- 
tities, both externally and internally. Nor did 
biilters give any relief. In one cafe, this fymptom 
did not come on till a fortnight after the patient 
was wounded, and when he was judged in a fair 
way for recovery. He was fhot through the 
thigh and arm, both very near the articulation. 
1 heard of an officer who had this fymptom, and 
recovered, He was fhot through the abdomen. 
There was one a.nputation of the humerus at the 
articulation, and the patient did well, 


Mr Matthew Guthrie, Surgeon at St Peterf- 
burg, in a letter to Dr Hope, gives the follow- 


ing account of a curious ftone lately found in 
Ruflia. 


‘ [have juft received a paper upon a curious ftone, 
with a piece of it, forthe purpofe of experiments, 
irom Mr Krafft, profeffor of natural philofophy 
in the imperial academy. He has alfo fubjoined 


a 


‘ 


a liit of experiments, which he thinks fhould be 
made upon it, as he remarks that it bids fair to 
make the beft hygrometer ever dilcovered, from 
the circumftances of its having two determined 


points of moifture and drynefs. 


‘He informs me, that it was found by the late 
unfortunate Profeflor Lowitz, who was put to 
death by the rebe! Pugatchefi for being a fcholar. 
He was one of thole acade.nicians who were 
fent by her Majeity into the moft diflent parts of 
the empire, with a view of making djdcoveries. 
Among his papers were found afew remarks on 
this ftone, of which the following is as literal a 


tranflation as poifible 


‘ Upon the banks, on the right fide of Kami- 
fhink, near the cafile Demitriefk, is found a fort 
of ftone, fomething like a flate, reiembling a dark 
grey or blue grind-ftone. Some, however, are 
of a yellow caft, and fome have their oppofite 
fides of different colours. This ftone, when wet, 
may be eafily cut with a knife, but when dry, it 
is much harder. 

‘ {n this laft ftate it has the remarkable effet, 
that, on the tongue being applied to it, it lays 
hold of it fo faft, that it is with difficulty they 
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are feparated ; and, if it be not very foon remo- 
ved, it will draw blood with it. The feparation, 
in every cafe, mult be effected with great circum- 
fpeétion, otherwife <he fkin will follow the ftone. 
It attracts any tuning that is wet or moift, fo that 
if you put a wet finger to it, it will ftick: And 
it drinks up moifture with the greatelt avidity. 
If, however, it be put into water for fome mi- 
nutes, fo as to be fully faturated, it lofes its ab- 
forbing power for a little, which it recovers as it 
dries. 


‘ Another quality of this ftone is, that when 
put into the fire, it may be made red-hot, without 
cracking or fuftaining any damage; on the con- 
trary, its abforbing power is increafed by it; but 
care muft be taken that it be well dried firft ; for 
if it contains any moifture when put into the fire, 
it will burft in pieces. 


‘This is the fubftance of the memorandum 
found among the papers of Mr Lowitz. Mr 
Krafft propofes to have the following experi- 
ments tried upon it, 


1. Lo know the quantity of water which it 
will contain when fully faturated with that fluid. 


VoL. IV. 2. The 
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2.To find the time in which it abforbs a pi- 
ven quantity. 

3. To compare its weight when dry and when 4 
full of water. 9 

4. To find the time it takes in parting with a 
given quantity of water. 


5. To difcover whether it will imbibe every 
day the fame quantity. 

6. To diftover how far the changes of the at- 
mofphere affect the power it poficfles of abforbing 


moifture. 


7. To difcover wheiher it always abforbs a de- 
termined quantity. 

‘intend, befides thele, to try feveral other 
experiments with this ftone, and to {end an ac- 
count of the refuit of them for the Medical and 
Philofophical Commentaries of Edinburgh.’ 


Mr Andrew Fife las fuccecded the late Mr 
John Innes as diflector to Dr Mouro. From the 
induliry and genius which le has already fhown, 
much may hereafter be expected. About two 
years ago, the annual prize-medal, given by 
the cominiffioners for improvements in Scotland, 

for 
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for the beft drawing in the academy which they 
have eftablifhed at. Edinburgh, was adjudged to 
him. And he has made rapid progrefs in many 
different branches of literature. 


A new edition of the treatife which Dr Cullen 
delivered to his ftudents, as a text for the phyf- 
ological part of his lectures, when he taught the 
inftitutions of medicine in the univerfity of E- 
dinburgh, is now in the prefs, and will foon be 


publifhed. 


Mr Andrew Beil, engraver at Edinburgh, an 
artift of whofe merit the world have already had 
various fpecimiens, is now engaged in making a. 
new and improved edition of the tables of the 
celebrated Albinus upon the bones and mutcles 
of the humanbody. ‘Torender this work cheap- 
er and more commodious, Mr Bell propofes to | 
publifh thefe tables in feparate parts; and, for 
the fame purpole, he has made a finall reduGion 
o: the original feale. ‘The firft part of this valu- 
able performance will, we are informed, appear 
ina few weeks. 


SECT. 
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Lift of New Books. 


IRS T lines of tne practice of phyfic, for 

the ule of ftudents in the univerfity of E- 
dinburgh. By Willian Cullen, M.D. Vol. I. 
8vo, Edinburgh. 


An addrefs to the ftudents of medicine at E- 
dinburgh, introductory to a courfe of lectures on 
the theory and practice of phyfic. Delivered 
Nov. 1. 1776. By Andrew Duncan, M. D. Fel- 
low of the royal college of phyficians, Edinburgh, 
12mo, Edinburgh. 


Heads of lectures on the theory and practice 
of medicine, by the fame author, 12mo, Edin- 


burgh. 


Differtatio medica, de natura et ufu lactis in 
diverfis animalibus, auctore Thoma Young, in a- 
cademia 
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cademia Edinenfi artis obftetriciae profeffore, 8vo, 
Edinburgi. | 


Compendium anatomicum, totam rem anato- 
micam breviffime complectens, auctore B. D. 
Laurentio Heiltero, editio nova, 12mo, 
Edinburg. 

[-xperiments on magnefia alba, quick-lime, 
and other alkaline fubftances, by Jofeph Black, 
M.D. profeffor of chemifiry in the univerfity of 
Edinburgh , to which is annexed an eflay on the 
cold produced by evaporating fluids, and on fome 
other means of producing cold. By Willam Cul- 
len, M. D. Profeflor of medicine in the univer- 
fity of Edinburgh. 12mo, Edinburgh. 


Philofophical tranfactions of the royal fociety 
of London. Vol. LXVI. Part I. for the year 
1776. 4to, London. 


Medical refearches : Being an inquiry into the 
nature and origin of hylterics in the feimale con- 
ftitution, and into the diftinction between that 
difeafe and hypochondriac or nervous diforders, 
Comrrehending a fpecification of the characterif- 
tic refinement and excellence of the female con- 
ftitution and character. By Andrew Wilfon, 
M.D. Feliow of the royal college of phyficians 


at 


~ 
= 
H 
F 
\ 
| 
: 
| 
| 
; 
| 


at Edinburgh, and phyfician to the Medical A- 
fyiuin, London. 8vo, London. 


A modern fyftem of natural hiflory, containing 
accurate defcriptions, and faithfu! hiftori:s of a- 
nimals, vegetables, and minerais. ‘logether with 
their properties and various ufes in medicine, me- 
chanics, &c. illuttrated with copper-pleics, accu- 
ratcly drawn from nature, and bc.utituliy engra- 
ved. By the tev. Samuel Ward, Vicar of Cot- 
terftoch, Northamnptonfhire. 4 vois. 12mo, 


Obfervations preparatory to tne uie of Dr 
Myerfbach’s medcines; by J. C. Letrfome, 
M,.D.F.R.S.andS.A.member of the college of 
phyficians, and phyfician to the general difpenfary 
in London. ‘Vhe fecond edition, contiderabiy en- 
larged. 8vo, London. | 


An anlwer to a pamphlet written by Dr Lett- 
fome, intitied, obfervations preparatory to the 
ufe of Dr Myerfbach’s medicines. 8vo, London. 


Every women her own phyfician, or the ladies 
Medical Affitant. Containing the hiftory and 
cure of the various difeafes incident to women 


and children. 1t2mo, London. 


A Botanical arrangement of all the vegetables 
naturally growing in Great Britain, with an cafy 
intro- 
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introduction to the ftudy of botany. By Wil- 
liam Withering. M. D. in 2 vols, Brimingham. 


Les Monttres, ou les ecarts de la nature, ouvrage 
qui renferme toutes les monftruofities que la na- 
ture produit, foit dans l’efpece humaine, foit 
parmi les quadrupedes, les bipedes, &c. en plan- 
ches colories, peintes, et gravées, par M. et Ma- 
dame Reynault, auteurs de Ja Botanique iife a 
la portée de tout le monde. Folio Paris. 


Recucil des Oeuvres phyfques et medcecinales, 
publies en Anglois et en Latin, par M. Richard 
Mead, Medecin du Roi de Grand Bretagne, 
membre de la fociet¢ royale de Londres, &c. par 
M. Cofte, medecin de l’hopital royal et militaire 
de Nancy. 2 vols, 8vo, Bouillon. 

Lettres fur les arbres et epiceries, avec une in- 
ftruction fur leur culture, et preparation, et lettre 
furle Café. 12mo, Paris. 


Avis aux mere qui veulent nourir leurs en- 
fants, troifieme edition, revue et confiderablement 
augmenté, par Mad. le Rebours. 120m, Paris. 


Le Medecin inte rprete de la nature, ou ecueil 
des pronoftics fur le charactere des maladies, leur 
guerifon, leures metaftafes, et leurs fuites funeftes, 
traduit du Latin de M. le votteur | ouis Geoffroi 


vein, 
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Klein, confeiller medecin et phyficien d’Erbac, par 
M. J. F. A. Do&teur en medecine de le faculté 
Montpellier. 2 vols. 12mo, Paris. 


Apparatus ad nofologiam methodicam, feu fy- 
nopfis nofologiz methodice, in uium ftudiofo- 
rum, auctore Gulliclmio Cullen, M. D. et in aca- 
demia Edinburgena_profeflore, editio nova, juxta 
fecundam ill. Cuteni in quatuor partes, Edinburgi 


anno 1772 editam, nunc quinia parte aucta, {cil- 


licet fyftemate morborum fymptomatico, A. 
B. M. Sager propofito. 4to, Amitclodami. 
Andreve Pogueri archiatri, praxis iedica ad 
ufum fcho!z Vaientinz. Arnticlodaini in 8vo. 
Adverfaria medica, auctore J. D. “letzger, 
Med. Doétore, Cels. Com. Benth. Steinf. confil. 
Aulic. et Archiatro, comito. Stemi. phyfico or- 
din. ; continent chirurg:ca, phyfiologica, practica. 
8vo, Trajecti ad Moiam. 
Differtatiouies medicae quas ex auctoritate re- 
verendi admoduim viri Gulielmi Kobertfon, SS. 
T.P. Academiae Edinburgenae Praefecti; nec 


non amplifiiini fenatus academici confenfu et no- 
biliflimae facultatis medicae decreto; pro gradu 
doétoratus, in medica honoribus et 
privilegiis rite icgitime confequendis ; erudito- 
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rum examini fubjecerunt, Prid, Id. Septemb. 
1776, | 
Jacobus Wood, Britannus, De aéctione et u- 
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